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THE PROGRESS OF SPRING 

March - May, 1977 

On the fine calm morning of March 6 the temperature was 
right on o•, but there must have been something in the air that 
day, for the woodpeckers started drumming, and a pair of Bald 
Eagles started paying marked attention to one another. March is 
seldom springlike in Nova Scotia, but such signs of spring do oc
cur from time to time, and this year they were noted with pains
taking care. We were thoroughly tired of winter. 

A week later, March 11, was a real spring day, 12° and 
sunny. Song Sparrows and Juncos started to sing, and ice melted 
around the edges of the lakes. By the 14th the chipmunks came 
out of hibernation; by the 18th little gulls - Bonaparte's, Ring
billed, Black-headed - were fishing at the ice-free estuaries; by 
the 22nd, a Fox Sparrow sang timidly at St. Esprit, and the Even
ing Grosbeaks at Glace Bay were getting green bills. 

We were still shovelling snow on March 25, but the next day 
saw the first spring Great Blue Heron and on successive days there
after had the first spring Robin on the lawn, heard the first Wood
cock "bzeeping" in the woods, found the Kingfisher back on station 
over the brook and heard the first loon yodelling at midnight over 
an inland lake. 

The weather remained cold up until the middle of April, when 
"real" spring actually did come, almost every day from 5 ° to 15° 
and fine. Each day again brought new birds, swallows, Flickers, 
the Osprey, Yellowlegs, terns, the Hermit Thrush, Yellow-rumped 
Warblers, Redwings - slowly the countryside became repopulated. 

But the woods for the most part remained silent. May 1ooked 
lovely as sunny day succeeded sunny day, but it felt most disagree
able as that strong cold wind blew off the arctic ice down the cor
ridors of a huge stalled weather system - straight down upon us, 
discouraging to man, beast, bird and flower. 

It has taken until now, the first week in June, for the 
leaves on the trees to come fully out. And not until May JO did 
the birds begin to sing, really whole-heartedly to sing in the 
woods and along the roadsides. They have come, the thrushes, 
vireos and warblers, and the sparrows - all of our songsters, ap
parently in good numbers; and to a countryside which finally looks 
fit to welcome them, with leaves and grass fresh and green, wild 
fruit blossoms bountiful and plenty of insects hovering over all. 

We have seen the Nighthawk and heard the Swainson's Thrush, 
but our latest comer of all, the Sharp-tailed Sparrow, has missed 
the boat. No doubt within the next two weeks we will hear it 
back in the salt marshes, and then we can begin to think about 
summer. 

We, the editors, wish to thank the members of the Nova Scotia 
Bird Society whose reports (to follow) serve to fill out the above 
picture with copious and authentic detail of the Spring Migration, 
1977. 
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Contributors' List, Spring Migration, 19?7, 
Addelson, Jeanne U., Barbara and Richard; Allen, C.R.K.; Anderson 
Ross R. and Mary; Austin-Smith, Peter J.; Bancroft, Bob; Banks, Dan; 
Blakeburn, Roy; Bowers, Norm and Thelma; Boyd, George R,; Brown, 
R.G.B.; Burman, Beula; Campbell, Bill; Cassitt, Otis; Chaisson, 
Roland; Cheesman, M.C.; Chipman, Curtis H.; Clark, Margaret A.;Cohrs, 
John L., J,Shirley, Chris J,, Lise A.; Connor, Ralph D.; Cooke, Eric 
H.; Cousens, J.D.; Creighton, Wilfred; Crosby, Russell J,; Cunning
ham, Norman,; Cunningham, Robert; D'Entrement, Carl; D'Entrement, 
Raymond S,; D'Eon, Ted C,; Desplanque, Con; Dickie, Gerald E,1 Dob
son, Fred W., Evelyn D., Phyllis R.; Doucette, Reginald and Andrew; 
Duke, Tony; Elliott, Gillian and Jim; Elliott, R.D.; Elson, Christo
pher; Fergusson, Allison, Carol, Mary; Finch, Davis W,; Finley, 
Inez; Fiske, Emmerson; Forsythe, Bernard L,; Fraser, Roberta B.; 
Fullerton, Sylvia J1 Gaston, A,J,; Graves, June and Phil; Hamilton, 
Edgar and Vernita; Harbord, Heather; Hardie, John B.; Hawkins, 
Thelma P.; Heip, Carlo; Helleiner, C.W.; Hennessey, Frank; Henry, 
David D,1 Higby, Jack and Rosalie; Hilton, Marion W,1 Hinds, Barbara; 
Holdway, Eric; Hope, Peter R, and Lorraine; Hopkins, Hedley E,; 
Hurlburt, Adele; Johnson, Ralph S.; Joudrey, Vera; Kelsey, Charles; 
Killam, Evangeline (Van); Lent, Madeline and Wickerson;MacDonald, 
C.S.; MacDonald, G.K.; MacDonald, Robert; MacDougall, Don S,; Mo
Gloin, Helen J.; Macinnis, Andrew and Gay; Macinnis, George; MacIn
tyre, M.E.; MacKinnon, David; McLaren, Ian A,; MacLean, Sara; Mac
Leod, Olive and Gordon; MacNeil, Brian; MacNeil, Patsy; MacNeil, 
Robert G.; McNichol, Doug and Jean; MacRury, R.; Mactavish, Bruce 
D.; Matheson, Norman; Meagher, Jim and Marge; Meyerowitz, Rainer, 
Sandra and Jan; Myers, Sandra; Mills, Eric L. and Anne; Mills, 
Willett; Moffatt, H.P.; Morse, Jean and Bill; Naugler, Herbert; 
Neily, Larry E.; Newman, G.; Nickerson, G.B.; Nickerson, Margaret 
A.; O'Brien, Mike; Patton, Arthur E.; Payne, Fred J.; Perry, George 
D.; Prime, Merrill; Purchase, Joyce; Richard, Alban A.; Robertson, 
Frank F,; Ross, Howard; Rymer, Robin; Sabean, Barry C.; Smith, Mabel 
B.; Smith, Sid, Betty June, Locke and Beverley; Spalding, Francis L. 
and Edgar P.; Spencer, Arthur; Sperka, Viola; Stewart, Morton M,; 
Tay, Karl and Wendie; Tingley, Stuart I,; Tufts, Paul; Turner, Robert; 
Vickery, Peter; Wentzell, Terry; Whitehead, W.E.; Williamson,Fred, 

It is not always possible to include in the Newsletter bird 
reports which are received after the deadline date. We do try, 
but the Records Editor and the Seasonal Bird Reports Editors also 
work to a deadline to have their copy ready for the printer, and 
do not have time to re-write their work to accommodate late reports. 
So please have your reports in the hands of Dr. Dobson before the 
cut-off date. We suggest mailing them at least five days before 
the end of the month, 
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DEADLINE FOR RECEIPT OF REPORTS 

Reports of unusual summer sightings and items 
of special interest. 

There will be an information bulletin issued in 
the fall with details of winter activities and 
other events of note. 

Reports of fallmigration for the January issue. 

Please send reports of birds to the Records 
Editor -
Dr. P. R. Dobson, 
RMB 170, 
R.R. 1, Ste. Anne du Ruisseau, 
Nova Scotia, BOW 2XO 

Any articles, letters to the Editor, photographs, etc,, 
should be sent to the 

Editor in Chief, Newsletter, 
Nova Scotia Bird Society, 
c/o Nova Scotia Museum, 
1747 Summer Street, 
Halifax, N,S. BJH JA6 

Many of the birding 
in the following reports. 
of these areas in the body 
reference, 

areas in Nova Scotia "crop up" regularly 
To prevent repetition of the locations 
of the text we include this list for 

Yarmouth Co. Pinkney's Point, Tusket, Cranberry Head, Cook's 
Beach, Melbourne, Eel Brook, 

Shelburne Co. Cape Sable Island, Barrington Bay, Jones Harbour, 
Brass Hill, Upper and Lower Ohio, Upper Clyde, 
Lockeport, Matthews Lake. 

Queen's County Port Joli, Port Hebert, Turtle Lake, 

Lunenburg Co. Cherry Hill, Broad Cove, Petite Riviere, Green 
Bay, Crousetown, Crescent Beach, Bayport. 

Halifax Co. Grand Desert, Three Fathom Harbour, Conrad's 
Beach, Lawrencetown, Martinique Beach, Cole Har
bour, Mooseland. 

Digby County Brier Island, Smith's Cove. 

Colchester Co. Economy, 

Annapolis Co. Wilmot, Round Hill, Sandy Bottom Lake. 

King's County Wolfville 

Cumberland Co, APBS (Amherst Point Bird Sanctuary), Lusby Marsh. 

Guysborough Co. Wine Harbour, 
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LOONS, GREBES 

COM1V!ON LOONS made their appearance inland as soon as the ice 
went out. One in breeding plumage was on Eel Lake on ~farch JO(PRD). 
'J'his lake is mostly salt in its lower reaches but is an inland body 
of water with a large and varied fish population. Loons were at 
Kejimkujik Lake April 6 (RS), Lake Vaughan, Yar.Co, April 9 (CRKA), 
Sandy Bottom Lake, April 20 (MCC&GBN) and Five Island Lake, April 
26 (HPM). 

RED-THROATED LOONS moved by during April and May, the last 
reported being one at Green Bay May 22 (SC). The first spring sight
ing was one at Economy April 2 (FS) where there were two on April 
11 seen by J.D.Cousens who also reported 4 at Aspotogan April 23 
and one at Musquodoboit Harbour April JO. There were 2 at Conrad's 
Beach May 15 (ELM et al) and one at Green Bay May 6 and 7 (JL&SC). 
All birds were still in winter plumage, 

There were 8 RED-NECKED GREBES resting at their usual spring 
"way station" off Pinkney's Point on March 8, where none had been 
seen all winter (CRKA, PRD). At Cape Sable 50-60 were seen March 
21 and there were about 20 seen there daily up to May 8 (Smiths). 
Other reports are of singles or 2-3 birds all of them along the 
Atlantic coast during April and early May, the last being a bird 
at Conrad's Beach !llay 15 (ELM et al). 

There was a HORNED GREBE in breeding plumage at Argyle Sound 
March 26 (CRKA). Several were seen, also in breeding plumage April 
2 among the scattered population along the shore of the Aspotogan 
Peninsula where they commonly winter (JDC). 'l'here were 15 birds of 
this species at Lockeport March 6 (EF) and 35 at Summerville, Queens 
Co. April 23 (JDC), 

The only reports of PIED-BILLED GREBES are those of the spring 
buildup at APBS where one showed up April 19, 6 there on April 23 
and 24, 8, April JO increased to 20 on May 12 and to JO May 16th. 
All of these reports are from Con Desplanque. 

CRKA Ed. 

FULMARS, SHEARWATERS, S'l'ORM-PETRELS, GANNETS, CORMORANTS 

Ian McLaren writes: "as usual at this time of year NORTHERN 
FULMARS and LEACH'S S'l'OR111··PETRELS particularly common offshore en 
route to Sable Island, 15 May. Plus one early SOOTY SHEARWATER". 
Barry Sabean reports another Leach's at Seal Island on May 18. 
Carl d'Entremont saw 2 Sooties west of the island on May 25, as 
well as a Fulmar which seems to have been hanging around the area 
for the previous couple of months or so. Raymond Thurber saw the 
first Sooties off Brier Island on about May 27. 

The first GANNET report was an adult feeding off Eastern 
Passage on March JO (SIT). The Lents' first sighting at Brier 
Island was of '?5 on April 1, and there were over 75 there (c,75% 
of them subadults) on April JO (SIT , B.Mactavish). There was a 
bird at Seal Island on May 17, 20 on the 18th, 1 on the 19th and 
5-6 on the 28th, (BS, Carl d'Entremont). J. McNicol sends in a 
report of a Gannet found stranded on land at Malagawatch in early 
April; it was released on Bras d'or Lake and flew away. 
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There are only three GREAT CORMORANT reports: 3 on Ar,ril ~O 
at Morien Bay and 10 on April 17 at Boularder1e (RBF), and many 
at 'T'aylor Head on May 22 (Sandra Myers), The first DOUBLE-CRESTED 
sighting ("first seen for sure") w~s a_single bird in~~rgyle Sound 
on March 26 (CRKA). Other early s1ght1ngs come from ~conomy (10 
on April 2:EPS), Grand Pre dykes (1 on Afril 6: ~M), Yarmouth Har
bour (1 on April 12: CRKA), Irish Vale (..1- on April 17, BM) and 
,Hne Harbour (1 on April 18: Gordon MacLeod), 

RGBB r~d. 

HERONS, EGRETS, BITTERN 

A few GREAT BLUE HERONS were probably present throughout 
the winter (as 4 individuals at Crescent Beach, March 5, suggest 
(FD,ED)), but the first important wave of returning migrants 
clearly arrived during the last ten days of March. The following 
records for that period supplement those listed in the March News
letter (p. 91): March 25, Second Peninsula (SJF); March 26, Eel 
Brook ( PRD) and Glen Margaret (Hilda Allen per H. Moffatt), March 
27, East Sable (GDP); March 29, Sable Is.(IAM); March JO,Economy 
(FS); March Jl, Sheffield Mills (BS) and Keji (Bill Hussey). By 
mid-april they were widespread both on the mainland and in Cape 
Breton, with local concentrations (e.g. 20, April 8 at the John 
.Lusby Marsh near Amherst (CD)). 

A CATTLE EGRET that spent much of May on Seal Is. was seen 
May 17-19 (BS et al) and May 21 (ELM et al). There were two other 
spring records: Amherst Pt., April 23 (ST,CD, et al) and North 
Sydney, May 13 ( Ted Williamson, per FFR) . There are three GREAT 
EGRET records as well: April 23 and 24 at Cape Jourimain, NB (ST, 
BM, CD); May 15 at Matthews Lake (GDP); May 20, near Port Maitland 
(anon.). The SNOWY EGRET records appear to represent at least a 
dozen individuals, Ian McLaren reports two "very early" birds on 
Sable Is., March 24-April lO(A.Richard), as well as a bird found 
dead, April 19 and one which arrived and died on the island May 
22-23, Closer to home, 4 individuals at Lawrencetown, Hfx Co., 
were seen by nearly every birder in the metro area between May 7 
and May 15 (6 reports). There were also 2 individuals at Baie 
Verte near Amherst, April 23 (ST,BM), 2 at Louisbourg, May 6 (FFR, 
R.MacNeil) and singles at Lockeport, April 28 to May 5 (GDP,R. 
Turner) and Seal Is., May 17 (BFS et al). Three unidentified 
egrets in April and May complete the picture of this year's ex
ceptional flight. 

A single BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT HERON is reported from Cape 
Sable, May Jl (SS,BJS), 

AMERICAN BITTERNS returned in late April (4 records from 
Brier Is. to Cape Breton) and were heard pumping throughout the 
province in May. The earliest record was at Economy, April 17 
(FS). 

GLOSSY IBIS records this spring were restricted to eastern 
Cape Breton, where several individuals were seen in April at 
1/Iain-a-Dieu (FFR) and in early May at Louisbourg (var.obs, per 
RB). 

RL Ed. 
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GEESE, DUCKS 

Numbers of CANADA GEESE which were low during the winter be
gan to build up in early March. On the JOth there were over 1000 
at Grand Pr~ (A&GM) and at Cole Harbour on the 5th the wintering 
flock of about 250 had grown to 2000. A week later there were 
4500 there plus another 2000 at nearby Lawrencetown. These numbers 
shrank to 2500 by March 19 and by the 26th the last had moved on. 
(EHC). Geese reappeared in the Eel Brook area on March 9 when J6 
flew over the lake at noon and two more flocks were heard going 
over about midnight. Seven more large "V's" went over on March 
28, apparently the last for this region (except for a dozen or so 
which stayed for a week in the Argyle River). There were 200+ on 
Economy Marsh March 17 (FH) and they were flying over Economy in 
good numbers from late March to late April, the last being seen 
May 14 (EPS), Over 1800 were at Lusby Marsh March 19-20 (SIT) 
and numbers there stood at 5000 April 2 and 8, dropping off to 
1500 April 10, 500 April 16 and dwindling thereafter until May 14 
when 40 were seen (CD), 

There were "lOO's" of Canadas in the Annapolis River April 
1 (WEW) and JOOO at Morien Bar April 10, whence they departed May 
5 (SM). There were still 8 at Port Hebert on May 4 (RT). Spring 
BRANT reports are few and of small n~bers: 6, March 10, Argyle 
Head (CRKA); 56 East Point, Grand Pre March JO (A&GM); 5, April 
lJ Lockeport (RJC) and 64, Wolfville, the same day (RCM); 21,April 
19 Merigomish Big I. (EH) and 225, Brier I. April JO (EHC), There 
was apparently an incursion of SNOW GEESE this spring as we have 
reports of eight sightings from seven localities. Con Desplanque 
describes what he considers to be a bird intermediate between the 
white and blue phases, seen with Canadas in the Amherst area on 
March 13. It was smaller than the Canadas, whitish in color, but 
lacking the black wing-tips. There were two Snow Geese at Louis 
Head March 20 with a flock of 50 Canad as (GDP), 6 March 26 and 3 
March 29 also with Canadas in the Annapolis River (WEW) and a 
single, perhaps one of the foregoing at Bridgetown April 7 ( FJP). 
There was one of these birds in Liverpool Harbour April 8 (Rf1J), 2, 
at Canard April 10 (RCM) and 8, April JO at Brier I. (Lents). 

Paired MALLARDS were noted at Green Bay March 17 ( CJC&SC), 
Broad Cove March 26 (SJF&BH), Aspotogan April 2 (JDC), Cranberry 
Lake near Dartmouth April 20 (DM) and several pairs at APES and 
Lusby Marsh during April and May (CD). Mixed pairs (Black Duck 
male and Mallard female) were seen at Sable I. May 24 (IAr/1) and 
at Argyle Head during April (CRKA), 

BLACK DUCK broods appeared by mid-May. There were two at 
the edge of Dartmouth May 15, one consisting of much older duck
lings than the other being "teal-sized" while the younger birds 
were about two days out of the shell (RC). On Sable I. there 
were five nests and two broods - the first appearing on May 16 
(IAM). The first brood seen at Keji consisted of an adult with 
8 young, while the second, of 9 young, had two adults in atten
dance (PR&LH,TB). The first sign of pairing was noted March 8 
at Abrams River and there were numerous sightings of pairs through
out April. No spring concentration of any great numbers were re
ported, the greatest being JOO+ at Grand Pre March 30 (A&GM) and 
200-400 at Lusby and APBS during April, these dispersing by early 
May (CD). 
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GADWELLS were seen at APBS from mid-April to about mid-May, 
numbers varying from 2-J up to 7 - three pairs and a single on 
April 24. The last report is of two pairs May 12 (CD). A male 
and a female were also seen at Grand Pre April 11 and 20 (BCS). 

First spring sighting of PINTAILS was of 5 at Lawrencetown 
Lake, March 20 (BH&SJF). On March JO there were at least 3, a 
pair and a single male at Grand Pre (A&GM). On May 14-15 up to 
six birds were seen at Lawrencetown (DM,CE,RC). IAM reports at 
least 6 males in avid pursuit of 6 females on Sable I. in lviay. 
The six nests he located on May 26 would indicate that the pur
suits were highly successful. As usual high numbers of Pintails 
were at Lusby-APBS. First appearance there was 2, March 27. By 
the second half of April there were 100-200 after which the popu
lation settled down to a regular 20-40 (CD). 

One COMMON TEAL was seen at APBS April 9 and another or the 
same at Lusby Marsh April 16 where there were two on the follow
ing day, with a third bird which showed field marks of both Common 
and Green-winged Teals, i.e., shoulder-patch and horizontal white 
line. (CD). 

First GREEN-WINGED TEAL appeared at Lawrencetown on March 
26, when 6 were seen (EHC). On the 31st there were 3 at Shef
field Mills, King's Co. (BCS) and the first record for Economy 
was a pair April 16 (FLS). Other April sightings were 3 at Law
rencetown Beach April 11, a pair at Tangier April 29 and 2 at 
Merigomish Big I. April 9 (EH). At Lusby Marsh there were 100 
April 2-8 and 400-500 April 9-17, Numbers dropped off to about 
200 April 19-24, rose to JOO on May 1 and dropped again to 40 at 
Lusby and 10 at APBS in May (CD). 

A rather early BLUE-WINGED TEAL showed up at Argyle March 
22 (CRKA). There were 2 at Lockeport April l(RT) and I~ at Shef
field Mills April 12 ( BCS) • During late April and May there were 
sightings of 2 and 3 up to 6 birds from scattered points along 
the South Shore, Bay of Fundy and in Cape Breton, but no breeding 
observations. Peaks for APBS were 50, April 16-17 and 20, April 
23-24. Four or five pairs were seen there regularly in May (CD). 

A male EUROPEAN WIDGEON is reported by C.Desplanque as 
being at Lusby April 16-24, preswnably with AMERICAN WIDGEONS. 
Two of this latter species showed up there April 2, and by 
April 16-17 the number had increased to 100 there and at APBS. 
Numbers had dropped again to JO at Lusby April 23-24 and to 4 at 
APBS April 30. There were still about five pairs at the latter 
place in May. Only other report for this species is of a pair 
May 14 at Great Village, Col. Co. (FLS), 

Earliest SHOVELERS were at APBS where there were from 1 to 
4 April 16-24. There were 16 at Lusby May 4 and 10 "regulars" 
there in May (CD). All other reports are for May, two males and 
a female at Kentville Sanctuary May 3 (BCS&PJA-S), a pair at 
Lawrencetown May 21 (EHC) and a pair, possibly the same, at Three 
Fathom Harbour May 21-22, seen by Ralph Connor who was able to 
get a photograph of the male from a recently erected blind, 
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A pair of very early WOOD DUCKS was seen on Sable I, March 
29-31 and again (the same?) on April 17 (AAR). The first spring 
record for Keji is of 2, seen on the Mersey River April 13 (RS), 
Next sighting was a pair there on April 22 (EM). A single bird 
was at APBS April 23 (CD) and on the same date 2, a breeding pair, 
appeared at Sable River and were still there May 29 (RT) . There 
were also single birds at Canard May 5 (RCM), and at Seal I. May 
18-19 (BCS et al), 

A single record for the REDHEAD is of a pair at Boularderie 
April 20 (RBF), 

Despite a late "ice-out" in many inland lakes there is a 
good number of April sightings of RING-NECKED DUCKS. A lone male 
at Economy Aprill (FLS) leads the list, Perhaps it was on its 
way to make one of the party of 4 seen at APBS April 2-9, where 
on the following day numbers had jumped to 20 and then doubled to 
40 by April 23 (CD). There was a pair in a small opening in the 
ice at Newville Lake, Gumb. Co. April 11 (JDC) and 8 at the Kent
ville Sanctuary April 14 (PJA-S), The first sighting for this 
year at Keji, and incidentally an all-time early record for the 
locality was two males and a female on April 15,(BH), Other 
sightings for the month were 3, near Churchville, Pictou Co,, 
April 30 ( CJ&SC), 2 near Caledonia April 23 and three pairs at 
Harmony Lake, Queen's Co. on the same date (JDC). May sightings 
include a pair which appeared on a pond near Great Village May 1 
and was still there three weeks later (EHC), 3, at Three Fathom 
Harbour May 14 ( CE&DM), 2, at Johnnie Bee Bee• s, Yarmouth Co. 
May 26 (PRD) and 40-100 at APBS throughout the month (CD). 

The only considerable numbers of GREATER SCAUP reported 
were in the Eel Brook-Tusket region, and at Bayport, Lun. Co, in 
March. At the former locality they first appeared, about 25 in 
number, on March 13. The 'peak' of 100 was on March 21 at Salt 
Bay, Lower Eel Brook but 25-JO were present there or in nearby 
inlets until mid-April (PRD, CRKA). At Bayport, which is one of 
the great spring concentration areas of this species there were 
1500+ on March 16 (CJ&SC). At A.PBS there was a 'peak' of 10, 
April 24 and three or four pairs regularly during May (CD). The 
only other sighting reported is of 5, at Pictou April 13 (EH). 

Two LESSER SCAUP were seen at Lusby Marsh by Con Desplanque, 
one on April 10 and another (or the same) on May 1st. 

The last large bodies of GOLDENEYES reported were 300 at 
Bayport March 16 and 200 at Crescent Beach the following day 
( CJ&SC). Latest sighting was of JO, May 4 at APBS and of a female 
still there later in the month (CD). 

The last sightings of BUFFLEHEADS were: a pair April 16, 
Lawrencetown, Hfx. Co. (DM&CE); 2, April 10 APBS (CD); "a large 
flock" in a lake near Sackville, Hfx. Co. April 23 (CE); a male at 
Three Fathom Harbour May 12 (JDC) and 7, at Sable River May 15 
(RT). 

No OLDSQUAWS were seen at Lower Economy after early 
May (FH) and the only records for the period were one at Lusby 
April 23 (CD) and 2 at Green Bay May 7 ( JL&SC) • 

A female HARLEQUIN was still at Brier I. April JO (EHC) 
and a male at Cape Sable May J (S&BJS). 
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The Smiths at Cape Sable report that a noticeable migration 
of COMMON EIDERS began there on the week of March 13-20, and Eric 
Mills saw 500 which he describes as "in fine plumage" at Flying 
Point, Martinique Beach. The Eiders are year-round birds and were 
reported in normal numbers from many points along the South Shore 
and Bay of Fundy though no breeding records have so far been sent 
in. 

All SCOTER reports were from the South Shore or Economy in 
the Bay of Fundy and no doubt indicate concentrations of birders 
rather than of birds. WHITE-WINGED and SURF SCOTERS were about 
even in distribution and BLACK SCOTERS would have been less com
mon than these were it not for two reports of about 500 each, one 
from Martinique Beach April 8 (ELM et al), and the other at Green 
Bay May 6-8 (JL&SC). 

On May 5 at Black River, King's Co. Bernard Forsythe saw a 
male HOODED MERGANSER, a bird which many observers would travel 
far to see, and two days later to cap the climax he found the 
female on the nest and had to lift her from it to count the eggs. 
(He did not say how many). Another bird was at APBS April 16 (CD) 
and two females at Three Fathom Harbour May 15 (ELM). Two pairs 
were on Grafton Lake in Keji Park April i.J., and single males and 
females were seen subsequently on April 10 and 21. There were other 
sightings in this general area, a female April 18 and a pair April 
23 on Minard Brook, New Grafton, and a female near there April 27 
(PRH). 

Numbers of COMMON MERGANSERS at Pictou increased from 9, 
March 13 to 170, March 21 and to 200, April 5 (EH,PRH,JP). All 
other records are of much smaller numbers, a 'peak' of 6 at APBS 
April 23-24 (CD), several at Martinique Beach April 23 {CE), two 
pairs at Lawrencetown April 16 (DM), a female at Tangier River May 
27 (KT) and a nest conta:i.ning 10 eggs near Greenf:i.eld, King's Co. 
May 13 (BLF), 

RED-BREASTED P,'!ERGANSERS were well reported from all the 
coastwise birders and in somewhat larger numbers than the fore
going species. At Pictou however the 'pea$' was only 80, build
ing up to this number on April 5 from 18 on March 21 (EH). High
est number reported from APES was 50 April 16-17 (CD). 

CRKA Ed. 

VULTURE, DIURNAL RAPTORS 

Three TURKEY VULTURE records for the period all come from 
the South Shore: April 19, near Port Mouton, Queens Co, (J.Addel
son); May 5, Sable River, Shelburne Co. (J, Addelson); May 8, Bush 
L, Lunen, Co. (SC,JLC), 

There are only 4 GOSHAWK reports for the period, no doubt 
because nesting Goshawks are relatively inconspicuous. Rick Swain 
had 2 adults at Keji, March 28 and there are 2 records from Bou
larderie, April 24 and May 5 (RBF) . Bernard Forsythe found a nest 
with 3 eggs in Kings Co. April 26. The first egg hatched on May 
21, Seven SHARP-SHINNED HAWK reports range throughout the province, 
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Among the Buteos, 14 RED-TAILED HAWK records for the period 
represent both wintering birds and returning migrants, Francis 
Spalding had a possible BROAD-WINGEb HAWK, April 8, at Economy, 
but this tentative and exceptionally early record is separated by 
more than two weeks from the next (2 birds at Amherst Point, April 
23 (CD et al)). Broad-wings were seen April 30 at Port Hebert, 
(E.Fiske) and near Hopewell, Pictou Co. (SC), and May 2, 6 and 12 
(Keji, PRH). The most exciting record, though, comes from Brier 
I., where the Lents had 22. migrating Broad-wings, May 6, one of 
very few indications of important migratory movement in the pro
vince in spring. A single bird was seen at the same location 
May 17 (BFS et al). 

ROUGH-LEGGED HAWKS lingered through the spring. There were 
still at least 4 at Grand Pre, Good Friday (CWH) and 10 April 
records indicate that they were still present in their wintering 
are11.s through much of that month. Two very late sightings both 
come from the Lawrencetown/Cole Harbour area, May 6 (CE) and May 
14 (D.MacKinnon). 

BALD EAGLES are reported only from Yarmouth, Halifax and 
Guysborough Counties on the mainland and from Cape Breton, where 
a familiar pair returned to Malagawatch to rebuild an old nest 
which had fallen down "because it got so heavy that part of the 
tree broke,"(I.McN), 

MARSH HAWKS were reported March 16 at St. Esprit,(Meyero
witz family) and March JO in Yarmouth Co. (CRKA). There were many 
"first" sightings in the first two weeks of April and a total of 
about 20 reports for that month indicates that this common summer 
raptor had returned in good numbers. 

I have been told of a February OSPREY (possibly a wintering 
li>ird) on the South Shore, but unfortunately I have no details. 
'l'he Meyerowitz family at St. Esprit had exceptionally early sight
ings, March 4(tentative) and March 15, the latter seen well at 
close range. There were no further sightings until April 9(Locke
port, GDP), April 11 (Cape Sable, J&G Elliott) and April 13 (Eel 
Brook(PRD) and Keji, Rick Swain & Bill Hussey). After mid-April 
Ospreys gradually returned to their usual haunts and were well 
reported both for April and May, often frequenting known nesting 
sites. 

At Sydney Forks, R. Blakeburn had the dubious pleasure of 
having a PEREGRINE FALCON at the feeder: The bird stayed around 
for about 10 days in late April. I've never heard of a Peregrine 
at a feeder, but it is hard to argue with someone who watched this 
bird "killing grosbeaks, chickadees, and the pet grouse, which it 
plucked in plain view". The family would go out and shoo it away 
"for fear of its crashing through the windows". The only other 
Peregrine was seen by Dick Brown at Newport Landing May 25 •.. 
surprisingly late for Nova Scotia. Seven MERLIN reports (1 for 
M~rch, J for April and 3 for May) extend from Seal I, to Glace 
Bay, A scattering of March AMERICAN KESTREL reports probably 
represent wintering birds, but there is some movement by the end 
of March, as a March 26 record from Sable I. indicates {per IAM). 
Twenty-five April records suggest a substantial influx in the early 
part of that month, with most of the records for the period before 
April 15 coming from the southwestern part of the province, and 
Cape Breton records increasing from the third week of the month. 
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GROUSE, PHEASANT, PARTRIDGE 

SPRUCE GROUSE are reported only from Economy (FS) and from 
Mooseland Rd. where Sandra Myers found a nest with 10 eggs, May 28. 
RUFFED GROUSE were reported as "common" by several observers -
Frank Hennessey heard the first drumming at Lower Economy April 22, 
Bernard Forsythe reports an unusual nest found May 16 on 11/olfville 
Ridge: "The grouse had been killed whi.le on the nest, Some of the 
eggs were broken but I was able to count 10 grouse eggs and 5 
pheasant eggs in the same nest". 

RING-NECKED PHEASANTS were not frequently reported, but, as 
Con Desplanque reports, they "appear to be numerous this year" at 
least in the border region. The only GRAY PARTRIDGE report is 
from Mooseland Rd,, May 7 (D.MacKinnon). 

CRANE 
Enid Cooper of Great Village reported the second provincial 

SANDHILL CRANE seen in the Cooper's cornfield, May 2, Hermetic
ulous description leaves no room for doubt concerning the identi
fication; the bird was well seen (and heard) both on the ground 
and in the air. It is interesting that our second provincial 
record should come so soon after the first (a bird seen last fall 
on the marshes near \1/olfville and subsequently on the Halifax 
(East) CBC.,, if indeed they were the same individual). 

MARSH BIRDS 

The only VIRGINIA RAIL record is of a bird found dead under 
hydro wires at Westmount, April 20 (Otis Cassitt). The earliest 
SORAS were at Amherst Point April 2J (CiJ) where they were also 
seen and/or heard April JO and May 16. A sora entered the Meyero
witz's barn at St. Esprit, April 26 and was caught and released, 
and a pair, possibly with a nest, was observed repeatedly by Ralph 
Connor, May 22 and 23, in Dartmouth. 

A COMMON GALLINULE had returned to Amherst Point, April 24 
(CD) and two were present April JO. There were 10 AMERICAN COOTS 
at the same location, April 16-17, with several other sightings in 
April and "4 to 10 regular" in May (CD). Ralph Connor observed a 
single coot in Dorothea Drive Marsh in Dartmouth, May 22 & 2J and 
Eric Cooke had one at Three Fathom Harbour, May 2J. 

,\\ 
~\\\ 

-~ 

RL Ed. 
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SHOREBIRDS 

Nothing like the fall shorebird spectacular occurs in Nova 
Scotia in the spring. 'l.'he northbound birds take a mid-continental 
route through the central United States and prairie Canada, almost 
completely bypassing us. Perhaps because the records are so few 
in the spring it is easier to see the patterns of arrival. Of the 
most common species, Killdeer and Woodcock, the most terrestrial 
appear to arrive overla.'1d from the north, while Black-bellied 
Plover, Common Snipe, Spotted Sandpipers and Willets undoubtedly 
arrive from the southwest, across the Gulf of Maine. Greater Yel
lowlegs arrived on such a broad front that I am unable to find a 
pattern. Many species were sparsely reported, despite a good 
deal of assiduous birding by many competent observers. 

SEMIPALMATED PLOVER, which breed in low numbers in south
western Nova Scotia and probably on Sable I. were sparsely report
ed, Alban Richard (fide IAM) records 2 pairs in mid May, where 
they were resident at the end of the month. There were 2 at Mat
thews Lake on May 28 (GDP, EF, R,JC) . 

No PIPING PLOVER were seen on Sable I. this year (AR fide 
IAM), The first was recorded at Cape Sable, 2 April (BJS) and by 
April 10 George Perry and Robert Turner found 29 in the favoured 
nesting area at Cadden Bay, Queen's Co. On April 17 there were 
10-15 in passage at Conrad's Beach (JDC). At least 2 pairs were 
nesting in the Conrad's Beach area by May 23 (EHC). 

Except along the south coast from Queen's to Guysborough 
Counties, KILLDEER were widely reported throughout the province, 
beeinning with one at Lawrencetown, King's Co., on March JO (FP), 
and the next records come from Black River, King's Co., March 31 
(BF) and Economy, 4 and 6 April (FS). In the Valley well-developed 
young were noted by May 5 at Wilmot (JH). The first adults were 
seen in Cape Breton at Boularderie on April 20 (RBF). 

The firs·t BLACK-BELLIED PLOVER was seen at Matthews Lake 
on April 22, but the bulk of records comes between May 7 (12 at 
Chezzetcook, EHC) and May 29 (100 at Cape Sable, BJS). In the 
intervening 3 weeks, the Smiths recorded 40 at Cape Sable on May 
8, 21 were at Chezzetcook on May 14 (EHC), and 40 at Matthews Lake 
on May 15 (GDP), and numerous observers noted smaller numbers 
throughout the province: L}O- 50 were flying at dusk at Economy on 
May 26 (FS) and the Matthews Lake flock still had 50 birds on May 
28 (GDP,EF,RJC), 

In late March and early April, WOODCOCK spread rapidly 
through the province. In rapid succession the records were Hali
fax, 21 March (JBH); Economy March 25 (FS); Wine Harbour and Eel 
Brook, Lower Economy, March 28 (GM, PRD, FH); Hawk Point, March 
29 (NC) and Lingan, CB, 3 April (FJR). Thereafter they were wide
spread. Ian McLaren saw one or more on May 5, 10 and 18, "for
lorn birds on Sable's wormless dunes", Young had hatched at Lower 
Economy by May 22 (PH). 

One COMMON SNIPE at Co.le Harbour,20 March (BH,SJF) was a 
week ahead of the next migrant, which reached Cape Sable on March 
27 (SS), and by the first week of April snipe were calling in the 
Valley at \/Jilmot (FH). In northern Nova Scotia the first arrival 
was reported only on April 16 (ES) at Economy; at Amherst Con Des
planque heard his first on April JO and commented that snipe were 
less abundant than usual at least to mid-May. 



Spring records of \'IHIMBREL are few: the Smiths saw one at 
Cape Sable on May 8, and there is a record of one flying over 
Greenwich, King's Go., on ~ay 21 (CE). Even rarer were the two 
UPLAND SANDPIPERS carefully examined at Petite Rivi ere, fliay 2 
(J&SC et all. 

Our old standbys, SPOTTED SANDPIPER and WILLET were well re
ported as they spread northeast. Spotties were first seen May 3 
in Yarmouth Co. (BCS). three days later at Cape Sable (SS). the 
first at Economy I,lay 15 ( FS) and thereafter widespread. Hardy 
Moffatt reported the arrival of a pair at Five Islands Lake on 
May 20, He commented that they were 10 days late and reinforced 
my opinion that the arrival had been a little late in all the 
province. Our first lrJillet were reported from Lockeport and Port 
Hebert, Shel, Co., on April 22 (RT), the next day at Cape Sable 
(SS)(where there were 100+ by May 30), then day by day in the 
western part of the province for the next ten days. The first at 
1,iine Harbour occurred on May 9 (GM) and at Economy in "mid-May"(FS). 

GREATER YELLO\•JLEGS were widespread within 2 weeks of arrival: 
2 at Argyle Head, April 17 (CR1rn) and 1 at Lawrencetown, Hfx Co., 
the same day (JDC), numbers from the Lusby Marsh (CD), Cape Jouri
main (SIT,BM), and Conrad's Beach (EHC) on April 24, the first at 
Economy May 4 (FS) and the first Cape Breton records May 2 at 
Glace Bay (SM) and Boularderie, May 5 (REF). 2 still lingered on 
Seal I., 21-23 May (NSBS). LESSSR YELLOVILEGS were reported only 
from Sable I., 2 May (1) and 7-8 May (2 with Greaters)(AR, fide 
IAM). 

The sparse records of RUJDY TURNSTONE are 3 at Conrad's 
Beach (EHC) and one at Cape Sable (SS) 14 May; 4-at Cape Sable, 
May 16 (LS); one at Seal I. 17-18 ;11ay (BCS et al); and 2 at Mat
thews Lake, 28 May (GDP,EF,RJC). Two of the three records of RED 
KNOT are also from Matthews Lake, one on May 15 and 28, and at 
Seal I. one was present May 17-19 (BCS et al). The last PURPLE 
SANDPIPERS were at Conrad's Beach (40) on May 14 (EHC) and at 
Crescent Beach (8), May 21-23 (J&SC), though there is reasonable 
evidence that a few oversummer in the province and are overlooked 
on the wave-swept outer rocks. 

Perhaps we can lay some claim to the PECTORAL SANDPIPER 
seen with Ye1lowlegs and Killdeer just across the border at Cape 
Jourimain on April 2J (SIT,B!Vl). This is one of the few spring 
records for the region. It is noteworthy that one occurred at 
South West Harbour, Maine, on April 3 (fide Wm. Townsend, Sorento, 
Me.) 

LEAST SANDPIPERS breed in Nova Scotia but are seen in very 
low numbers as migrants. By May 24 they were "trilling like frogs 
at night" on Sable I., according to Ian McLaren, and at the end of 
the month many banded birds (from a previous year's study) had re
turned and some had incomplete clutches. Elsewhere in the province 
the records were sparse: 1 at Three Fa.thorn Harbour (ELM,BM,SI11 ) and 
2 at Matthews Lake, May 15; J-10 each day, May 17-19 on Seal I. 
(BCS et al); 2-J at Three Fathom Harbour, observed mating (RC) and 
1-J at Seal I. (NSBS) on the long weekend, 21-23 1',1ay; and a strag
gler at Matthews Lake, May 28 (GDP). 
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There were apparently no records of DUNLIN within the pro
vince this spring, but there was an individual in partial breeding 
plumage at Cape Jourimain on April 23 (SIT,BM), SHORT-BILLED DOWIT
OHERS were reported from Lawrencetown, (1), May 14 (DM) and from 
Seal I. (1), May 17 and 18 (BCS et al), Records of SEMIPALMATED 
SANDPIPERS are curiously disparate. The Smiths at Cape Sable saw 
a small flock, very early, on April 23 and 2 on the 25th. The next 
and only other records are 1 with Leasts at Seal I., 22 May (NSBS); 
9 at Matthews Lake, 28 May (GDP, RJC, EF); and one at Sable I. , JO 
May (IAM). The last wintering SANDERLING appear to be those seen 
by George Perry at Louis Head on March 20 (10) and at Cadden Bay 
on April 10 (4). In May, 35 were seen at Cape Sable on the 8th 
(S&BJS) and one at Conrad's Beach on the 2Jrd(EHC). The records 
were decidedly scanty this spring. 

Last year I was able to report a spectacular congregation 
of NO"rthern Phalaropes around Brier I. This year the species and 
the locale change. At Sable I. Ian McLaren watched a remarkable 
passage of RED PHALAROPES as the flocks flew across the island, 
dipping over the ponds, then moving on to the SE ands. On May 29 
more than a thousand passed the island headed offshore, and on the 
JOth, 56 flocks of 100-500 (averaging 200/flock) passed over in 
two hours, flying SE or ESE. Ian's minimum estimate is of 11,000 
birds, many in brilliant breeding plumage. The direction of flight 
seems remarkable, but we know that just seaward (S) of Sable I,, 
at the edge of the continental shelf, is a remarkable band of 
highly productive sea that supports a major fishery, fishermen, and 
by all evidence, Phalaropes. The only other records are Sable I. 
ones: one at sea near Sable, May 15 and one on the ponds, Sable I,, 
May 18 (IAM). 

The whys and wherefors of phalaropes are obscure. NORTHERN 
PHALAROPES, usually so abundant around Brier I, in late May were 
first reported there May 11 (W&ML), but were decidedly scarce 
later in the month (RRA), The only other record comes from Cape 
Sable I. - a single bird in Hawk Inlet, April 29 (fide BJS). 

i!:LM Ed. 

JAEGERS, GULLS, TERNS, AUKS 

A late GLAUCOUS GULL was seen at Seal I, on May 18 (BS). 
ICELAND GULLS were "as usual, tarrying through May on Sable Island's 
beaches" ( IAM), and there were 2 at Glace Bay as late as May 18 

(Sara Maclean). The usual HERRING and GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL re
cords need no comment. Ian McLaren reports a big die-off of Black
backs on Sable I.; residents speculate that they have been somehow 
poisoned (botulism?) after feeding on the rotting carcases of over 
150 pilot whales stranded along the north beach. The first RING
BILLED GULL at Economy was seen on April 2 (FLS); there were several 
at Lusby on April 17 (CD), and a single bird at Glace Bay from May 
10 onwards (Sara Maclean). They were "common and widespread"along 
Northumberland Strait as usual; none seen elsewhere (SIT,BM), 
Phyllis Dobson saw 6-8 each of Ring-bills, BONAPARTE'S and BLACK
HEADED GULLS at Eel Brook from March 18 up to mid-May - by which 
time the Black-headed had rosy breasts. The only other Black-headed 
reports are of J at Conrad's Beach on April 17 (JDC) and several 
at Glace Bay on April 18 (Sara Maclean), 
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Seven unidentified terns were seen west of Seal I. on May 3 by 
Carl d'Entremont; there were 2 at Abrams River on May 8 (CRKA) and 
the birds returned to the Peter I. colony in Grand Passage on May 9 
(W&ML). Large flocks, apparently of ARCTIC TERNS, were seen in the 
Lawrencetown-Cole Harbour area on May 14-15 (EHC,DM,CE). A COMMON 
TERN was seen near Port Maitland on May 15, 1 at Yarmouth and 1 at 
Cranberry Head the next day (MWH,EK), 2 at Upper VJedgeport on May 
2l(RD) and 3 in the Crescent Beach-Green Bay area on May 22 (J&SC). 
Con Desplanque saw a BLACK TERN at APBS on May 12. 

It has been a poor season for auk reports. A RAZORBILL, a 
COMMON and a THICC-BILLSD MURRE were found recently dead on Port 
:Vlai tland Beach on May 15 by June Graves; they had not been oiled. 
A DOVEKIE was seen at Big Bras d 'Or on April 17 ( RBF) . There were 
50 BLACK GUILLEMOTS at Seal I. on May 17 (BS). 

RGBB Ed. 

DOVE, CUCKOO, OWLS 

Twelve observers send data on MOURNING DOVES, and these re
ports indicate that winter concentrations at feeders had broken 
up by the end of March and doves were observed either singly or 
in 2's and J's throughout the province. Among the most interest
ing reports are those from Sable I. representing 3 separate birds 
between March 29 and May 24 - this suggests that there must be 
some substantial migratory movement of the species in our area in 
that two-month period, 

The only BLACK-BILLED CUCKOO reports come from the Valley 
(where the species is relatively common), May 21 (T.Hawkins, Wil
mot) and from Brier I. May 29 (RRA,MA). 

Six separate GREAT HORNED O\"JL reports are encouraging - the 
species is seldom so well reported. B. Forsythe located a roost at 
Newtonville, ,Ung' s Co., and analysis of the pellets demonstrated 
that"the major part of this owl's diet consisted of rats", probably 
gleaned from farms and dumps. Last winter gave us very few SNO\~Y 
0\'/1S, and so G. MacLeod' s belated report of 2 sightings in Febru
ary at Goldboro is a welcome one, as are 2 other late reports for 
January and February at Liverpocl and the Yarmouth dump, respective
ly. BARRED OWLS are reported from Economy (April 23,FH), Sandy 
Bottom Lake (heard J times in late March, MCC), and of course Keji, 
where Peter Hope reports 6 single birds and 1J- pairs, one of which 
had a nest with at least one young owlet, May 29. The single LONG
EARED OWL report is from B. Forsythe, who located a nest on Wolf
ville Ridge, April 10, SHORT-EARED OWLS were sparsely reportedi 
one on Sable I. April 16 and 17 (AR per IAN!) and one at Great Vil
lage, May 14 (EPS). SA':J-,JHET OWLS were seldom heard after the end 
of March. We have a single report, again from B. Forsythe, of a 
bird heard at Newtonville, March 20, and "numerous records" for 
Keji (PRH) and vicinity, representing at least 7 individuals. 
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GOATSUCKERS THROUGH KINGFISHER 

'rhe only WHIP-POOR-11/ILL reported was on Seal I. May 21 & 22 
(ELM et al). Our friends the Meyerowitz family at St. Esprit send 
us many exciting and valuable records (for which we are very grate
ful) but I'd bet dollars to doughnuts that the COMMON NIGHTHAWK 
they heard May 6 was an American Woodcock. This is a mistake we all 
make in early lllay - when you hear a "peent" for the first time, 
think of the date, and try to determine whether it's coming from 
the air or from the ground!! On May 24, Nighthawks appeared simul
taneously at Sable L ( IAM), Brookside (FWD) and in the border 
region (RDL). On the 26th they were observed at Liverpool (RSJ) 
and Keji (S.Sauter, N.Mankovich), and during the last days of May 
they appeared at a number of other locations. 

Even more surprising than the early Nighthawk report is that 
of 5 CHIMNEY SWIFTS at Economy, April 22( ! ) (EPS per FS, "not only 
seen but heard"), The next observation was J weeks later at Keji, 
where Rick Swain saw a single bird, May 12, and within 10 days after 
that date the species had been observed throughout the mainland 
portion of the province. Not to be outdone, a pioneer RUBY-THROATED 
HUMMINGBIRD appeared in Yarmouth April 17-19 (var.obs. per MWH). The 
next appeared in Halifax, May 9 (LC), followed by Hummingbirds at 
Lockeport (EF) and Pubnico(E&V Hamilton) both on May 13, and a 
more conventional arrival at Yarmouth, May 14 (!,'fll'IH). During the 
third week of May, the species was widely reported throughout the 
province, and this undoubtedly represents the migration peak. 
BELTED KINGFISHERS winter in the province in small numbers and the 
first arrivals are hard to pinpoint, but Phyllis Dobson notes that 
a Kingfisher was back at the "usual place" at Eel Brook, March 8. 
'rhe Lents had a Kingfisher at Brier I. April 6 and Francis Spalding 
reported the "first" at Economy, April 17, followed the next day by 
the "first" at Keji (PRH, E.Mul.len). By the end of May, they were 
common throughout the province. 

\iOODPECKSRS 

A COMMON FLICKER that appeared at Sable I., Peb. 20 (AR per 
IAM) picked a strange time to make a long flight. The Flicker 
observed by Barry Sabean at Sheffield Mills, April 5, may have 
been a wintering bird, but the first 2 weeks of April are appar
ently the period during which most of these birds return to the 
province. They appeared at Economy (FS) and Brier I.(the Lents) 
on April 7 and by April 15, there were 10 reports throughout the 
province. Further waves arriving in mid-April produced about a 
dozen reports during the latter part of the month, 

Pour PILEATED WOODPECKER reports for the period represent 
at least 6 different individuals, 3 of them at Keji (PRH), The 
earliest YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKER arrived at Keji, May 15 (PRH), 
the earliest park record thus far recorded. The third week of 
May seems to represent the major influx, and by the end of the 
month the species was observed throughout the province. Resident 
HAIRY and DOWNY WOODPECKERS were well reported, and a single 
BLACK-BACKED THREE-TOED WOODPECKER was observed at Keji by Rick 
Swain, May 16. 

RL Ed. 
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FLYCATCHERS THROUGH SWALLOWS 

According to Tufts the average spring arrival date for the 
EASTERN KINGBIRD is May 17. The reports received suggest that 
the main wave of Kingbirds took place somewhat later this year, 
around May 22-23, There were three early sightings, two extreme
ly early. On April 3rd Jack and Rosalie Higby at Cape Forchu 
watched a kingbird 20' away and were able to get all the field 
marks. 'l'hree days later Reginald and Andrew Doucette saw one at 
Upper Wedgeport, and it was almost a month before the third was 
seen at Port Joli on May 9 (J. A. ) . From May 18 onwards they were 
passing through Seal and Sable Islands (B.S. et al, IAM) and re
ports from the mainland show three at APBS on 22nd (JDC), four at 
Crescent Beach and one at Economy on 23rd (L&SC,EPS), one each at 
Mooseland and Brookside on 25th (WT,FWD) a.nd three near Hebron on 
26th ( CRKA) . 

The first EASTERN PHOEBE arrived on Brier I. on April 14 
(M&WL). Six other reports came in: one at Lower Economy April 23 
(FH), two on Brier May 1 (BM,ST), and one each at Brookside, Para
dise and Mooseland on 17th, 18th and 28th (FWD,J&BM,SM). 

The perennial difficulty in identifying the Empidonax group 
of flycatchers may account for the paucity of reports. Two YELLOW
BELLIED FLYCATCHERS were seen and heard at Paradise on May 8 (,J& 
BM) and one was found stunned, identified in the hand and then re
leased by E&V Hamil ton at Pubnico on May 23. 

There are six sightings (and "hearings") of the ALDER FLY
CATCHER (Note: this is the A.O,U, new name for TRAILL'S FLYCATCHER). 
The group on Seal I, had one on May 17 while the first was heard on 
Sable I. on 18th. F.S. at Economy and T.H. at Wilmot each had one 
on 21st and two were around in Yarmouth Co. on 28th - one at Tusket 
and one at Eel Brook (PRD). 

LEAST FLYCATCHER. The first appeared at Marlcland on May lJ 
(MWK&EK). By the 17th they were calling at Economy (FS) and on 
Seal I. where there were at least twenty that day. IAM writes 
that they were heard on Sable I. from 24th May on and by 28th and 
29th they were in Hants and Halifax Counties at Mt. Uniacke and 
Mooseland ( CJC, SM). 

Before leaving the genus Empidonax there is an interesting 
report from Ian McLaren who feels he may have seen an ACADIAN FLY
CATCHER on Sable I. He writes "Acadian Flycatcher(?) close scru
tiny of one, possibly two birds on Sable I. on May 23 convinced me 
that they were Acadian Flycatchers. Attempts to test for measure
ments failed. Bird(s), characteristically for strays, moved through 
fast. Were with smaller, brownish-backed Alders for comparison. 
One bird studied was decidedly greenish on the head, back and rump. 
Yellowish tinged on sides and belly, throat and chest whitish. Tail 
(unlike Alder's) distinctly forked. Larger billed (pale lower man
dible on both) than Alder. Bird was aggressive, attacking an Alder 
several times. Such a bird needs more than a sight record to 
figure on my list .• ," 

The Lents on Brier I. report the earliest EASTERN WOOD PEWEE 
on April 11,th, more than a month elapsed before any more were seen. 
Seal I.'s first pewees were four on May 17, There was one at 
Lockeport on 21st (RJC) and, at the other end of the province on 
Sable I. they were seen on and after May 23. By 27th one had ar
rived in Pictou and on 28th they were seen at Mooseland, Cape 
Sable and Sandy Bottom Lake (EH, KT, SS, MCC) • 
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OLIVE-SIDED FLYCATCHERS. The inviting "Quick, three beers" 
call seems to be almost absent from our woods. Only reports are 
of one on Sable I. May 18, and one heard on the NSBS Hants Co. 
Day May 28, Let us hope they are merely late. 

HORNED LARKS were reported throughout March, a "high" occur
ing at APBS on 27th when there were 200, The latest sighting be
fore departure for the nesting areas was of one at Homerville 
April 14 (AF), 

The arrival of the TREE SWALLOWS must indeed be a harbinger 
of spring - no fewer than thirty-three "watchers" wrote in first 
arrival dates! They (the swallows) were here in good time and in 
the usual abundant numbers. Their arrival path is interesting. 
They were seen in Isleford (on Little Cranberry Island in Maine) 
on March 29 and on 30th had come to Bangor, Holden and Orono (all 
in Maine). On April 1st they arrived in Nova Scotia - there were 
eight that day at Argyle Head, thirty at Tusket Falls, 18-'20 at 
Barrington River and 6 at Sable River (CRKA, RR, B&BJS, RT). By 
12th they reached Brier I, and in the ten days after that they ap
peared provincewide, Three big waves took place - flocks of 20-30 
all over Yarmouth Co, on April 14, flocks of 50's and lOO's there 
again on 24th (CRKA) and 200+ May 14, 15 and 16 at APBS(CD). They 
had settled down in most areas by the latter half of May. Ted 
d'On in W. Pubnico saw a tree swallow attacking a sharp-shinned 
hawk in defence of nest and territory while Phyllis Dobson had a 
well settled nesting pair on May 24. Betty-June Smith estimates 
that there are about 14 nesting pairs on "The Cape" (Cape Sable I.) 

BANK SWALLOWS arrived in Yarmouth Co. at Pleasant Lake on 
May 14 (CRKA). There were 20 at Upper Canard, Kings Co,,on 16th, 
while on 17th "several" appeared at Economy, 4 at Lockeport and 
20 on Seal I. (BS,FS,EF). Beverley Smith sends news of 70+ nests 
along Cape Sable, 

Two ROUGH-WINGED SWALLOWS appeared on Seal I, May 23 (ELM, 
ST, PV), 

Although the earliest BARN SWALLOW in 1976 was on April 17 
(Sable I.) there was a considerable hiatus before they began to 
arrive elsewhere (Vol, 18, No, 3, p.126). This year the first 
was also seen on April. 17 (Cape Sable), but many more followed 
closely upon its heels (or wings?) so that many reporters feel 
that they were definitely earlier this year. The Fred Dobsons at 
Brookside saw one on April 19 only one day after their first 
Tree Swallow, A wave of 25 occurred on 23rd at APBS (CD), there 
were several hundred at Cole Harbour on 24th and on 25th they were 
at Northfield, Lun. Co., and Brier I. (GED,PJA, Lents). In the 
first days of May they were seen in most areas reaching Sable I. 
by 9th. A second wave, this time of 1000+ went through APBS on 
May 14. 

There are nine CLIFF SWALLOW reports. They appear to have 
come into N,S, via Yarmouth and Shelburne Counties, travelling 
northeastwards to cover the province, CRKA saw 8-10 at Chegoggin 
on May 4, By 8th they were seen at Cape Sable and Sable River 
(Smiths, GDP, RT). They were "cruising the area" at Wilmot on 
15th (TH) and arrived at Brookside and Sable I. on 18th (FWD,IAM). 
On 22nd Eric Hold.way saw JO+ at Pictou at the nesting site on 
Pictou Harbour Causeway, The Smiths have cliff swallows nesting 
in the eaves of the barn at Cape Sable. 
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A few PURPLE MARTINS were spotted on the move, the first 
being one on Brier L on April 6. Cape Sable had one April 14, 
one (dead) on 26th and another May 8, Four were seen around Am
herst tovm on May 7, four on Seal I, on 17th and one on Sable I. 
on 28th, The only colony report is from the Rose colony in Amherst 
where Con Desplanque saw 17 settling in May 12. 

CORVIDS 'I'HROUGH WRENS 

No reports indicate any significant movements of the GREY 
and BLUE JAYS, As usual they became scarcer at feeders and road 
sides as their nesting season approached. Bernard Porsythe found 
a nest of each species at Slmken Lalce, Kings Co. The Greyjay nest 
(April 28) had 2 eggs while the Bluejay nest (May 19) had 5, 

COMMON RAVENS and COMMON CROWS began "courting" in mid March, 
numbers being "as usual" everywhere. 

Not many people reported BLACK-CAPPED CHICKADEES. Those who 
did said "common" in woods and at feeders. BOREAL CHICKADEES which 
respond so well to "swishing" seem to be maintaining their stat.us 
quo, Sara MacLean writes,"I suppose there are plenty of these in 
the woods, but nobody bothers saying so", 

WHITE-BREASTED NUTHATCHES continue to be scarce, even being 
"rare" nowadays. Two reports only - one April 13 at Wilmot and one 
April 22 at Big Pond,Cape Breton ('l'H,GMcL), 

A pair of RED-BREASTED NUTHATCHES spent the winter at Eel 
Brook, and were st.ill coming to the "fat log" at the end of May. 
Very aggressive, they put to rout sparrows, finches, chickadees, 
jays and squirrels (PRD). Another pair overwintered at Sandy Bot
tom Lake and during May were seen to be feeding each other from 
the suet, W, E. Whitehead writes that the pair he saw during May 
at Round Hill were the first he has seen there in years. 

One BROWN CREEPER was seen in March, at Wilmot on 28th. Two 
appeared in April in Cape Breton - at Sydney Forks on 16th and 
Irish Vale on 23rd. (RB, BMacB) and one in May at Russell Lake, 
14th (CE, D,l'llacK), 

It may be that the WINTER WREN fell victim to the cold 
southern winter. Less than a dozen have been seen or heard this 
season. Ross Anderson, during two weeks on Brier I, May 15-JO, 
heard only two and banded none; the Cohrs heard only one "all 
over" Lunenburg Co. in May and there were none on either the 
Susie Lake or Hants Co. F'ield Trips. 

A single SHORT-BILLED MARSH WREN was seen on Seal I. this 
spring (on May 18). No LONG-BILLED, which we have come almost 
to expect there. 

Of the province-wide winter population of MOCKINGBIRDS 
many hlmg on into spring and may be nesting, CRKA had singing mock
ingbirds in Tusket from April 11 to Newsletter deadline date at 
the end of May. At Round Hill an "overwintered" bird was singing 
April 24 (WEW) and a pair seemed to be territorializing on April 
26 in Dartmouth. 

Other than the early arrival of three at Gape Sable on 
AprH 23rd the influx of GREY CATBIRDS occurred May 16 - 27 be
ginning at Markland and Wilmot and proceeding through the province 
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to Sable I. on 27th and Pictou on 28th, One big wave went through 
Seal I, on May 17, 18 and 19, when the numbers were 25, 60 and 30 
respectively. 

BROWN THRASHERS began to be seen on May l at Brier I. One 
was seen at Seabright, Halifax Co. on May 8, and a week later 
there were several more, viz.: one at Markland on 16th, one at 
Gape Sable and 8 at Seal L 17th and "several" on Sable I. on 18th. 
By May 23 1-3 a day were passing through Seal I. and on 27th 2 
were banded on Brier I. (MWH, BJS, BS, IAM, ELM, RRA). 

The first appearance dates of the spring migrant AMERICAN 
ROBIN present difficulty, due to our usual population of overwin
tering birds. Four birds at Eel Brook on March 10 were very 
"bright and new" but a week elapsed before other certain .§12ring 
robins were seen. They were seen at Economy on March 17 and Tus
ket on 19th. On 20th they were in Chester, Bear River and New 
Waterford and by 21st were seen in Wilmot. '.!.'hey spread through 
the province by the usual path reaching Wine Harbour on 28th March, 
Sable I, on 29th, and Pictou on Jlst, Con Desplanque saw his first 
spring robins in Amherst on May 1. Larger groups followed the van, 
Thelma Hawkins had a ~large flock" in her field in Wilmot on March 
Jlst and on May 5 "lOO's, many of them the darker race" poured 
through Round Hill (WEW). On April 10th over 100 were at St. Croix 
(MAC) and from lJ-15 a wave arrived in Halifax City (HDM). From 
18-28 they came in steadily in good numbers at Eel Brook ( PRD). By 
press time they had "settled in nicely" and were beginning to nest. 

Ross Anderson reported the only WOOD THRUSH on Brier on May 
27. 

HERMIT 'rHRUSHES came in slowly but seem to be present now 
in good numbers, at least in the western half of Nova Scotia. The 
Sm:i.ths had the early bird March ·28 (Cape Sable) and early it cer
tainly was, The next date is April 22nd when 2 were at Argyle 
Head, 'l'hese seem the first of the main migration. F'our were 
heard at APBS on April 23 (CD) and 2 were at Sable River on 24th 
(R'I') ,May 2nd saw the first hermits at Wine Harbour, and 19th at 
Wilmot. 

Not ma.~y people reporte SWAINSON'S THRUSHES, but they arrive 
t3ing and nest every year. Gape Sable again had the early bird on 
April 23 with another at Lunenburg town on April 25 close behind. 
Then, again, a lapse in time until May 17 when IAM saw the first 
on Sable I. Sandra Myers writes that they were "plentiful" at 
Mooseland by May 21, and by JOth they were singing at Petite 
Riviere and Green Bay (SC). 

On April 30 a pair of GREY«CHEEKED 'rHRUSHES were noted by 
Wendie Tay at Moos eland and two were seen at Sable I. on the same 
day. This was an unprecedented early date for Sable I, where no 
others were seen until May 24. On May 27 a grey-cheek was seen 
and identi.fied in Ke,ji becoming the first record ever for this 
species in the park.(PRH), 

The latest of our thrushes to arrive is the VEERY, usually 
late in May, One maverick arrived at Settle Lake, May 8th (D.MacK) 
but the other five reports are at the normal time: May 17 Sable I., 
May 23 Wilmot, l'llay 25 Paradise and May 27 and 31 Tusket (IAM,TH, 
B&JM, CRKA). 

EAS·TERN BLUEBIRDS. 'l'he Lents of Brier I. have been fortu
nate enough to have seen two bluebirds this spring in different 
loc.ations; one at New Tusket on April l and one on Brier on 17th 
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April. On 18th Gordon MacLeod at Wine Harbour saw two which hung 
about all day investigating a nest box. A female was recorded on 
Seal I. on 23rd and a bright male in resplendant plumage delight
ed the Fred Dobsons on 27th at Brookside where it too was apprais
ing accommodations. Sadly neither the Wine Harbour nor Brookside 
houses proved acceptable. 

The GOLDEN-CROWNED KINGLET picture is somewhat depressing. 
After a "low-number" winter only four reporters mention spring 
golden-crowns, one of those being dead. None were heard or seen 
on the Hants Co. Day in places where they usually nest. Con Des
planque sends the only "good" report - of 10 at APBS on April 2J 
and 4 on 30th, 

RUBY-CROWNED KINGLETS, usually so common in the woods are 
also very sparse. Several correspondants mention how few they 
have heard. PRD writes from Eel Brook, "'!.'hey are not at all abun
dant around here. Do not know yet if this is due to the cold 
spring". There were four at Markland on April 13 (MWH) and from 
then on they appeared in ones a~d twos only elsewhere. Hardy 
Moffatt writes that they were five days later than usual in reach
ing Five Islands Lake, Halifax Co., on May 5. 

WATER PIPITS, seen more in the autumn than the spring here 
were around in a few places. These were 2 at Port Joli May 9 (CK, 
JA) and on May 21-23 two to five a day were passing through Seal 
I. (ELM). They were "still quite common" on Sable I. during May 
( IAM). 

Robert Turner recorded one BOHEMIAN WAXWING at Sable River 
on March Jlst. 

CEDAR WAXWINGS. A single sighting for April (23rd) comes 
from Christopher Elson in Dartmouth. A small flock (5-6) were in 
Economy on May 25 (FS) and 2 were at Sable River May 26th (RT). 
On May JO a flock of 25+ arrived right on time to feed in the 
apple and flowering cherry trees on Rosemount Ave. in Halifax -
they come every year just as the blossoms come out (LAC). Do 
they actually eat the flowers? 

Two of our winter visitant NORTHERN SHRIKES lingered into 
spring. These were at Lower Economy March 26 (FH) and Irish Vale, 
C.B., April 5 (Brian MacNeil). 

The summer resident LOGGERHEAD SHRIKE was seen and heard 
"warbling" by Curtis Chipman at Second Peninsula, Lun. Co., May 
25. There is one other loggerhead report (no date) at Sydney 
Mines (David Kerr). 

STARLING reports suggest that they are "as usual". "Like 
the poor they are always with us", writes Marion Hilton. There 
is no evidence of any significant increase in number, although 
they do seem to be infiltrating the rural areas more than before. 

SC Ed. 
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VIREOS 

So far four species of VIREO have entered the province -
our two natives and two exotics. Ross and Mary Anderson made sure 
of the latter, both caught in mist nets on Brier I.: the YELLOW
THROATED on May 26, the PHILADELPHIA, one May 24 and one May 27, 
The SOLITARY came earlier as usual, one very early one heard May 
6 at Tusket (CRKA); 2-3 May 13 at Economy (FS), then two reports 
for May 17, Port Joli (JUA) and Seal I. (BCS et al); thereafter 
widespread. The RED-EYED was noted first at Seal I. May 18, then 
simultaneously on May 23 in Lunenburg County (JL&SC), Annapolis 
County (TPH) and Halifax city (WJM). 

WOOD WARBLERS 
We began to worry about our WOOD WARBLERS as May went on and 

on and the woods remained silent. Reports from Seal I. indicate 
that the warblers were coming in at their usual times and in their 
usual numbers; and Con Desplanque sent us a list of birds counted 
in Fundy Park in New Brunswick (just across the Bay) the weekend of 
May 20-23 when eighteen species of warbler were noted in high mul
tiple numbers. It was not until May 31 down here in Yarmouth Co. 
that birdsong in the woods sounded like spring, that is 6-12 dif
ferent songs heard from the roadside and continually along a route 
for miles in suitable - or unsuitable habitat. 

First arrival dates which could indicate peak migration per
iods, that is, warblers first seen in several different places 
simultaneously are: 3 species on the 13th of May; 3 on the 14th; 
4 on the 15th and 4 on the 17th, with the 17th bringing most num
bers per species as observed on Seal I. Our three exotics all were 
noted on the 18th of May, 2 on Seal I. and 1 on Sable I. 

We have records of 25 WARBLER species this spring, the 3 non
natives being the WORM-EATING and the CERULEAN, both May 18 on 
Seal I., identified by Barry Sabean and his party of observers; 
and the LOUISIANA WATERTHRUSH seen May 18-19 on Sable I, "one 
bird closely viewed by I.A.McLaren, Howard Ross and Sue McCormack 
on Sable I. May 18-19, clear throat, large bill, white eyeline 
and underparts, grayish-olive back, Note, a more 'pebble-striking' 
sound than produced by Northern". 

Warblers were well observed on mainland Nova Scotia but few 
had reached Cape Breton by the end of our reporting period. We hope 
to be able to give arrival dates there in our next issue. Arrival 
dates of our native warblers so far received areas follows: BLACK 
AND-WHITE, 24 sightings, first May 3, Economy (FS), May 4, Locke
port (GDP), May 5 Wilmot (TPH); TENNESSEE, four sightings, first 
May 14, Paradise (J&BM); NASHVILLE, 10 sightings, first May 7, 
Lockeport (RJC); Cape Sable (BJS); PARULA, 18 sightings, first 
May 13, Yarmouth (~#H&EK), Lockeport (EF) and Wolfville (BLF), May 
14 Russel Lake Trails (DM); YELLOW, 28 sightings, first May 13, 
Middleton (TPH), May 14 Round Hill(WEW); MAGNOLIA, 15 sightings, 
first May 13 Markland (MWH&EK), May 14 Port Joli (JUA); CAPE MAY, 
5 sightings, first May 14 and 16 Sable I. (IAM), May 17 Seal I. 
(BS & party); BLACK-THROATED BLUE, 7 sightings, first May 17 
Annapolis Co. (MCC), May 17 Seal I. and May 18 Sable I. ( IAM); 
YELLOW-RUMPED (Myrtle), 21 sightings, first April 7 Brier I. (Lents), 
April 10 Sable (AAR), April 17 Lockeport (EF); BLACK-THROATED GREEN 
18 sightings, first May 6, Eel Brook ,PRD), May 7 Brier (Lents); 
BLACKBURNIAN, 12 sightings, first May 17, Lockeport (EP), Seal I. 
(BS & party) and Yarmouth (Lydia Davison and pupils), May 18 Cape 
Sable (BS) and Wolfville (BLF). 
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The story of the first Blackburnian Warbler to reach Yar
mouth is unusual. May 1'7 was our first really warm day, and at 
the Yarmouth Memorial High School the windows were open. A bird 
flew in, which, to the great delight of Miss Lydia Davison and her 
pupils turned out to be a male Blackburnian in fiery bright plum
age. It toolr some doing to capture the bird but this was finally 
accomplished with care and patience, each student had a good look 
at it, and it was then released, to find more suitable habitat. 

To continue, CHESTNUT-SIDED WARBLER, 11 sightings, first 
May 14 at Great Village (FS), May 15 at Mil ton ( TW) and at Point 
Pleasant Park, Halifax (HPM); BAY-BREASTED, 7 sightings, first 
May 15 Lr, Economy (FH) and at Argyle (PRD): BLACKPOLL, 13 sight-
ings, first May 17 at Seal, Sable and Wolfville; PALM, 15 sight
ings, first April 18 Brier (Lents), April 19 Sable River (RT); 
OVENBIRD, 14 sightings, first 2 "overshoots" April 2'7-29 at Sable 
(AAR), May 15 Milton (TW) :md Economy (FS), May 16 Annapolis Co. 
(MCC,TPH), May 1'7 Lockeport, Wolfville and Seal I.; NORTHERN WATER
THRUSH, 5 sightings, again a very early bird April 4 at Conrad's 
Beach (WT) followed May 1'7 by one at Cape Sable (SS) and one at 
Economy (FS); MOURNING, 2 sightings, first May 26 \rvolfville (BF) 
then May JO at Sable ( IAM); COMMON YELLOWTHROAT, 14 sightings, 
first May 15 Port Joli (JUA), Argyle (PRD) and Wolfville (BF); 
WILSON'S, 11 sightings, first May 17 at Seal, May 18 Seal again 
and \folfville (BF); CANADA, 6 sightings, first May J.8 at Seal, 
then May 21-22 at Seal (ELM et al), May 25 at West Pubnico (Td 'E) 
and Annapolis Co. (MCC), May 27 Mooseland Rd. (KT) which is the 
total number of reports of the Canada so far received; AMERICAN 
REDSTART, 17 sightings, first May 15 Milton (TW), May 16 Sable 
(IAlVI), lVlay 17 Seal and Wolfville. 

(Peter Hope sent his apologies for not getting in his report 
from Keji on time, but we have received some late "early" reports 
from Norman and Thelma Bowers from Turtle Lake which just made it 
under the wire, Solitary Vireo, May 4; Black-and-White Warbler, 
May 5; Parula, May 5; Yellow-rumped, April 20 and Ovenbird, May 
11). 

ICTERIDS 

BOBOLINK reports run from May I.J, to May 23, by which time 
they had become common, The May 4 bird was seen by the family on 
the FW Dobson property at Brookside, This sighting was rather a 
freak, since the next was May 12 when Edgar Spalding saw 5-6 at 
Economy, and the first Bobolink to reach Cape Sable was seen there 
May 13 (SS). On the 15th they were ashore in Yarmouth County, 
seen at Pubnico (V&EH), Argyle (PRD) and Upper Wedgeport (RD -
Reginald wrote, "this year's Bobolink landed on the exact same 
apple tree that was the landing spot for 5 Bobolinks the previous 
year"). May 21 saw a real invasion, noted at Lockeport (EF), 
Pictou (EH), Antigonish (RC) and at Seal I. where from the 21st 
to the 23rd around JO per day were seen by Eric Mills, Stuart 
Tingley, Peter Vickery and others of the party. In all of these 
places the Bobolinks were still mostly males. 

The three EASTERN MEADOWLARKS reported this spring could 
have been migrants since they were seen at three of our prime 
landing spots, Sable I. March 5 (AAR); Brier I. April 8 (W&ML) and 
Economy May 3 (EPS). We had a fair winter population of Meadow
larks which seems to have disappeared - the last one was seen in 
February, in Hants County. 



PHOTO SECTION 

The Golden-crowned Sparrow was photographed by Nor~an 
Bowers using a Questar mounted on a tripod. Poor lighting and 
a slow shutter speed plagued the attempt to record the bird on 
High Speed Ektachrome. The yellow median stripe shows up as 
white on the black head in both views. The front views show 
the plain breast which is greyish, as are the sides of the head 
and neck and the throat. Eric Mills writes that "This is pro
bably the first ornithological discovery in Nova Scotia that 
was monitored by (amateur) radio". The link was between Norman 
Bowers' station in Caledonia and Eric's station at the Head of 
St. Margaret's Bay. A number of people were able to view the 
bird at Norman's feeder. 

Winter is the best time for photographing Black Ducks in 
Sullivan's Pond, When the pond freezes the ducks are concen
trated in and about the small open area at the inlet from Lake 
Micmac. Here they feed or rest on the ice within reasonable 
range of the camera. The first photo on page 2 shows Blacks 
resting on the ice. The original colour slide shows the bril
liant coral red legs of the three mature males and the greenish 
legs of the bird on the right. The flight shot, on the same page, 
shows two female Mallards with the Black Ducks. The first Mal
lard is going out of the picture on the left, the other is the 
second bird nearest the camera. The relationship between Black 
and Mallard is sometimes evident in the transient Black populat
ion. It is not unusual to see a few iridescent green feathers 
showing on the side of a Black Duck's head. The cross breeding 
of Mallard and Blaclc is understood to be of some concern to wild
life interests because the stronger Mallard strain can cause con
tamination of Blacks by interbreeding. Interbreeding, if carried 
to the extreme, could severely deplete Black Duck populations. 

'rhe Ring-necked pair, top of 1)a.ge 3, spent part of the' 7 5-
76 winter in Sullivan's Pond. In my opinion the female, on the 
right, is more photogenic than the male, The subtle shades of 
colour in the female, particularly about the head and neck, and 
the eye ring and bill pattern make this bird very attractive 
when viewed at close range. 



golden-crowned spar row 
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green-winged teal r.c. 



The American Coot, realizing the advantages of a northern 
winter holiday, competed with other species for bread handouts. 
Mallards often showed their resentment by grabbing and jabbing 
the Coot about the back. The main diet of the Coot in Sullivan's 
Pond appeared to be a dark brown algae-like material procured by 
diving in the deeper water. Photo at the bottom of page J. 

One might think the Green-winged Teal were created for St. 
Patrick, so brilliant are the green wing patches when viewed 
from close range. One might also think that only for St. Patrick 
will this Teal expose the green portion of its scapulars. Never
theless, both of these birds did as can be seen in the original 
colour slide. The lighting on the male, in the lower photo, pre
sented a problem, expose for the head and overexpose the breast, 
back and sides, or expose for the latter and under expose the 
head. The latter choice was made. Female photographed winter 
of'76, male photographed spring of'75, both at Sullivan's Pond. 

Ralph Connor 

WHOOPER POPULA'rION 

There now are 99 Whooping Cranes in the world, the highest 
number since a conservation program began in 1961. Of the total, 
76 birds are wild and the other 2J are captive. 

Twelve young hatched last summer at the summer nesting 
ground in Wood Buffalo National Park near the Alberta-Northwest 
Territories boundary. 

The young birds and all known adults safely made the 2500-
mile fall migration to the Arkansas National Wildlife Refuge in 
Texas, according to a news release from the Museum of National 
History in Regina. 

Forty sightings of whooping cranes were reported to museum 
staff last fall by Saskatchewan residents. 

Good weather, an absence of natural disasters and disease, 
new scientific methods and a growing public conservation awareness 
were given as reasons for the successful fall migration. 

In 1939 there were only 14 whooping cranes knovm to be alive. 

Reprinted from the Regina Press, 
January, 1977, 
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With the REDWINGED BLACKBIRD the landbird migration begins, 
and it begins at the isthmus. Francis Spalding noted a Redwing 
heard March 10, but regarded it with caution since some had been 
in the vicinity all winter. However on March 11 there were 
around 25 present, the males singing, and Redwings were seen 
also March 10 at Onslow and Dartmouth (DM); on the 12th, 20 came 
to Lusby Marsh (CD), 12 males arrived in Dartmouth (JP) and one 
male was singing at South Milford (PRH). ille have 48 reports of 
the Redwing this spring. '!'here was a big influx March 19 noted 
at Lr. Economy (40 at a feeder, FH); Oxford (50, all males, IF); 
also at Porter's Lake and Brookside (EHC,FWD). Thelma Hawkins 
noted "still mostly males" at Wilmot March 25; by early May Con 
Desplanque and JD Cousens noted lOO's dispersed through the cat
tails at APBS, Maccan and Nappan, still mostly males; on May 2 
Jean and Bill Morse noted a female at Paradise. 

Three, possibly 4 ORCHARD ORIOLES came in on May 15-18: 1, 
May 15 at Brier I. (W&ML); 1, May 18-19 at Seal I. (BCS et al); 
1 young male May 18 at Sable I,(IAM) and 1 imm. male at Seal I, 
(perhaps the same one as before) May 21-23 (ELM et al). We had 
a good number of NORTHERN ORIOLES come in this spring, starting 
with 1, May 12 at Brier I. (W&ML); 6, May 13 at Markland (lVIWH&Ei\); 
2 males and 2 females May 14 at Liverpool (RSJ) and "appeared in 
Halifax" city May 16 (HPM). Sixteen reports of this oriole in
cluded one from Seal I., May 17-18-19 when the numbers present on 
those days respectively were 5-20-5, and one report from Brier I. 
where Ross and Mary Anderson counted 15 of these birds during the 
two weeks in May they spent there, banding. 

N.B. The Records Editor repeats that there are no more 
Baltimore Orioles except those playing baseball. 

Eighteen reports of the RUSTY BLACKBIRD accounting for 60-70 
individual birds is more than usual, although probably to be at
tributed to good reporting. First to be noted were 6, March 12 
at Middleton (FH); then 1, March 20 "in breeding habitat, early 
for this area" at Economy, according to Francis Spalding; and 5, 
March 20 at the Dorothea Road, Cole Harbour (BH&SJF). Fifteen to 
20 were part of the large flock of blackbirds noted April 11 at 
Maccan and Nappan by J.D. Cousens. We have two Cape Breton dates: 
two Rustys seen March 30 at Irish Vale by Brian MacNeil, and 10, 
April 10 at Sydney Forks by Roy Blakeburn. On April 22 at Argyle 
Head PRD heard and watched a Rusty ainging a very soft sweet song 
- had not known it possessed such an ability. 

Like the Redwing only more so the COMMON GRACKLE announces 
its presence in strident tones either from a tree branch where it 
sits twisting its long tail or from the ground where it struts 
about in haughty and irridescent splendour. We have twenty reports 
of the Grackle this spring, starting March 12 with a flock of 8 
arrived in Dartmouth (JP) and a flock of 12 at Oxford (IF). At 
Antigonish March 15 Roland Chaisson noted them in summer pluma~e 
- assumed too early perhaps as on March 20 a heavy snowfall oc
curred, subduing and scattering the birds at least temporarily. 
Most reports are for after this date, and by April Con Desplanque 
at Amherst observed them in flocks everywhere. At Glace Bay 10 
were seen April 10 and very large flocks passing by April 29 (Sl\1). 
Christopher Elson called them "very common in the Valley", and \rJ. 
E.Whitehead had 40-50 there(at Round Hill) on April 26. Finally 
3 did reach Cape Sable - on May 20 (SS). It is interesting how 
blackbirds reverse the usual process. 
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TANAGERS 

SCARLET TANAGERS came in May, at least 14 of them, coming 
1n by Seal and Brier I. On Seal Barry Sabean's party saw 2, May 17 
and 4, May 18, On Brier the Lents saw their first May 18, and 
during their two-week stay there Ross and Mary Anderson counted 4, 
3 females and 1 male. May 21-23 on Seal I. produced 1-2 per day 
(ELM et al); Ian McLaren saw a "striking male" at Sable I. May 24, 
and on this date also Russell Crosby saw a female Scarlet Tanager 
at Lockeport; Emmerson Fiske saw a male there (at Lockeport) on 
May 28, and there was one other, a bright male at Economy May 26(FS). 

One more record has just been received: a Scarlet Tanager 
at Great Village May 22, a male watched feeding on the ground and 
perched in the lawn trees, by Enid Cooper. 

GROSBEAKS, FINCHES 

There is no good evidence that any CARDINALS migrated to 
Nova Scotia this spring. The seven reports received probably refer 
to 3-4 birds only, and almost certainly these are members of our 
tiny resident population, One bird was seen at Isaac's Harbour, 
Guys, Co,, in early April (by Flo Silver reported to Gordon Mac
Leod). One of the Yarmouth birds was seen May 8 at nearby Hebron 
by Mike O'Brien. Then we have five reports of a male Cardinal 
seen in Halifax April 22 to May 20, Three of these reports come 
from the south end of the city, two from the north end - there may 
be one or two or more birds, but it seems improbable that there 
are five - none of the dates seen in different places coincide. 
Observers were Ellen and Sandra McFarlane, Jean Chittick (reported 
to W.J.Mills), C,W,Helleiner, Shirley Cohrs and J,D, Cousens. 
This (or these) Cardinal(s) sang occasionally during May. 

Our one true (native) migrant in this group, the ROSE
BREASTED GROSBEAK has been reported in exceptional numbers this 
spring - 23 reports adding up to nearly 100 birds, Forty of these 
were counted on Seal I. May 18 (BCS et al) but the rest were wide
ly distributed about the province. The first seen were 4, April 
16 at Allendale, Shel, Co, (RT), the next, a male April 23 near 
Mira, C.B,, reported by H. Muggah to E, Chant, One other Cape 
Breton record comes from Glace Bay, a female at a feeder in late 
April (AS), Other April birds came to Pubnico, 2 males and 2 
females April 26 at the Hamiltons; 1, April 27 at Liverpool (VJ), 
and 4, April 27 at Sable I, (two found dead next day, by Alban 
Richard). Thereafter all reports are in I';:ay, steadily throughout 
the month, 

Three BLUE GROSBEAKS came in April: a male, April 7, which 
stayed at the Joudreys in Liverpool until April 16. A female ar
rived at the same place April 28 and stayed, feeding on the lawn, 
at least until May 4. These birds were first reported to us by 
R,S.Johnson, subsequently by Vera Joudrey who wrote of identify
ing them with the aid of bird books and Verna Ryan, a neighbor, 
and of the enjoyment they had watching these beautiful and unusual 
birds so close at hand. Mabel B. Smith of Middle Musquodoboit 
also reported a male Blue Grosbeak which came four times to the 
feeder April 10 "nowise deterred by juncos, Redwings and myriad 
sparrows". 



178 

Another stray, the INDIGO l3UN'rING came in fair numbers -
twelve reports April 5 to May 25, seen at Lr. VJ est Pubnico first, 
April 5, by Raymond d'Entremont, reported to Ted d'Eon. Another 
was seen at Dominion, C.B., on April lJ - it became a regular 
visitor at the Steve Macinnis feeder. Indigo Buntings tend to 
settle down and stay awhile, thereby bringing great pleasure to 
their hosts. The Lents had one at Brier I. April 18, the Smiths 
at Cape Sable on April 25; another the same date at the Hamiltons 
at Pubnico; one April 27 at Liverpool (RSJ); a male April JO at 
Port Joli, reported by C. Kelsey to Jeanne Addelson; M.,'1.Hilton 
had a bright male at the feeder May 8-14 at Yarmouth; there was 1 
May 17, 18, 2J at Seal I.; a male at Sable May 24 (IAM) and an-

other May 25 at Sable River (RT,GDP). 

EVENING GROSBEAKS left the feeders in April, mostly reported 
as gone by April 12. (Sara MacLean mentioned their beaks turning 
green by April 14). As usual a few reappeared at feeders on into 
May. The 5 seen on Seal I. May 17 may have been coming or going. 
'rhere were several "xanthochromic" grosbeaks around this year, 
all rather different and occasioning much comment, There were 
at least three in Cape Breton, one in Halifax. The Cape Breton 
birds were at Steve I,Iacinnis' s in Dominion "overall gold or bright 
yellow color"; at the Gaske.lls' in Port Hawkesbury "yellow with a 
white underbody". These were reported to Frank Robertson who saw 
the Macinnis bird and a picture of the others. The Halifax bird, 
seen March 19 at the Helleiner's feeder showed much less dark 
than normal . 

The PURPLE FINCH pursued its usual erratic course, arriving 
in force earlier than usual last winter, then almost disappearing, 
to come and go at feeders through April and May - singing by early 
April. Distribution seems to be general, and both sexes well 
represented, To those of us willing to cater to their passion for 
sunflower seed they remain faithful, and repay us many times over 
with their daylong outpourings of song - one of the loveliest 
songs in all bird repertoires. 

PINE GROSBEAKS, male and female, have been seen in their 
usual small (resident) numbers. The last COMMON REDPOLL was re
ported in April from Malagawatch, by Jean McNichol. On May 18 
on Sable I. Ian McLaren and Howard Ross saw a Redpoll which Ian 
thought must be a HOARY REDPOLL. It answered the description in 
all respects except for a few diffuse gray streaks on the white 
rump. Further studies are in progress. PINE SIS:,INS remain in 
short supply: 3, April 12-16 at Sydney Forks (RB); 2, April 23 at 
APES (CD); 2, May 8 at a Halifax feeder (JDC); 2, I!lay 12 at Three 
Fathom Harbour (JDC) and J, May 21 at Creen Day (SC) who wrote 
"first time they've been around in 6-7 years". 

Word on the AlYlERICAN GOLDF'INCH is best quoted: at Keji Peter 
Hope says "after no goldfinches in January and February they re
appeared in March, built up a few at a time to 19 on the 15th", 
J.D.Cousens at Dutch Village Road, Halifax, says:"26 goldfinches 
at feeder March 25-26, disappeared briefly to return to 31 by 
April 5, diminishing again to two singing males I.lay 15-28, essen
tially disappeared after May 15". Con Desplanque at Amherst says 
"20 on March 29 in the garden gradually dissolved to zero mid
April"; Curtis H. Chipman at Second Peninsula says"as many as all 
other birds combined except gulls and crows April and May, 19'?7". 
In other words, in good numbers generally, the Goldfinches moved 
about erratically through winter and spring. '<;vidence of a 
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migratory movement is the peak of JO birds on Seal I. May 17, 
diminishing to 10 May 18, 4, May 19, Also on Cape Sable, a count 
of 1 Goldfinch May 20 increased to 15 by May 29, Sara MacLean at 
Glace Bay wrote that the Goldfinches were looking "very patchy" 
by late April, and Jean and Bill Morse at Paradise noted the bright 
new plumage by May lJ, 

SPARROWS 

Five RUFOUS-SIDED TOWHEES May 17 on Seal I. had diminished 
to 1, May 19, The only Towhee seen on the mainland was an earl
ier one, a male at Lockeport April JO (EF). 

The "IPSWICH" SPARROW on Sable I, was scrutinized once more 
by Howard Ross, one of Ian McLaren's students, who found the young 
banded last year retiring to "their" part of the island. The 
whole population was less than 2000,the smallest in nine summers, 
probably because of the bad winter weather. Ian McLaren sees no 
need for concern; he believes recovery will be rapid. Nests were 
first found May 20. A few migrant Ipswich Sparrows were sighted 
on the mainland March through April - these birds offering a nice 
challenge to the observers. Viola Sperka and Beula Burman found 
one on Hawk Beach, Cape Sable I. March 30 (well studied and de
scribed); two were on Cape Sable April 16 (SS); 2 on Conrad's 
Beach April 17, 1, April 18 (JDC); 1, April 24 at Martinique 
Beach (CE) and 1 there April 25, noted by SC on the NSBS Field 
Trip. 

Sparrow migrations go on for long periods of time both ways 
apparently. The first SAVANNAH seen this spring was one March 28 
at Lockeport (RJC), the next, April 16, two pairs at Cape Sable 
(SS) and then 2, seen April 20 on the Grand Pre by BCS. Three 
were at Sydney Forks by April lJ (RB) and then came eight reports 
in May - the most significant being the 75-40-40 counted May 17-
18-19 respectively, on Seal I. Savannahs are well distributed by 
now, the first of June. 

An unusual record for spring was a GRASSHOPPER SPARROW on 
Seal I., seen there every day May 17-19 by BCS and party, later 
(or another bird) May 21 by ELM and party. 

There is only one VESPER SPARROW report for spring, 1, 
May 22 at Seal I. (ELM et al). 

The DARK-EYED JUNCO flocks began to swell after the middle 
of March, noted on the east at Sherbrooke (a flock of around 70 
reported by Frank Jordan to Gordon MacLeod), and on the west in 
Yarmouth County where on March 26 "two large flocks" were en
countered at Argyle Sound and a feeder flock doubled at Eel Brook, 
the "new" birds very bright, lively and vocal "singing a lot and 
fighting a lot"(PRD), Juncos came in at Cape Sable March 28 and 
April 15; a few at Amherst March 29; JOO were counted from East 
Bay to Irish Vale April 4 by Brian MacNeil and 100+ April 13 at 
Sydney Forks (RB). Not until April 8-10 were they noted in the 
Valley (MCC,WEW) or in Halifax, where they are now called "very 
common" everywhere . (FWD, CE, SM) • 
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The last TREE SPARROWS seen were 8, April 24 at Amherst, 
departed April JO (CD); 2,April 15 at Pictou (EH); 2 in April 
at a feeder at Irish Vale (BM); 1, March 23 at VJine Harbour 
(G&OM) and two late birds, one May 17 on Seal I. and 1, May 25 
at Sable I, "singing" (IAM). Our only true native Spizella 
Sparrow, the CHIPPING sent out an early scout, seen April 4 at 
Pictou (EH), but most came the first week of May - to Cape Sable, 
Wilmot, Pictou, Antigonish and Economy, seen for the most part 
in l's and 2's. Another influx was noted May lJ-20 at Yarmouth, 
Paradise, uartmouth and Amherst, again only l's and 2's, but on 
May 17 at Seal I. 100 were counted, down to 25 May 18, 6, May 
19, a nice peak. Chippies arrived May 24 at Sable I., and are 
now, June 2, well distributed about the province. Our stray 
Spizella, the FIELD SPARROW, is reported three times: 1, April 
25 at Keji (PRH) 1, May 1 at Brier I. (SIT & BDJVI) and 1, May J at 
Lockeport (RJC). 

We had a good "splinter migration" of the \'/HITE-CROWNED 
SPARROV/ this spring, particularly numerous at Sable I,, noted 
May 8, and at Seal I. noted first May 17, when 150 were counted 
there (25 on May 18, 6, May 19, then 20+ May 21 seen by the next 
party). \1/hi tecrowns had been first seen on Brier I. May 7 (\'/&ML) 
and were noted at Economy May 11-17 and by May 17 at Glace Bay 
(AS). One was seen at a Halifax feeder May 23 (SC) and two 
found their way to Round Hill, seen there May 24 by 

Our prize bird of the year is the GOl.,lJEN-CROlvNED SPARROW 
which arrived out of nowhere at the feeder of Thelma and Norm 
Bowers, Caledonia, on May 8. Here it stayed for at least a week, 
giving ample opportunity for photographs to be taken, and for 
many people to observe it at close quarters. This is a bird of 
the far west, but was a well-marked adult, with a fine golden 
crown. An account of this real event in the bird world is given 
elsewhere in this Newsletter. 

As usual the WHITE-THROATED SPARROW was our most reported 
bird in this group - JO reports and 1000' s of birds. \1hi te
throats are not as a rule seen in flocks like Juncos and Chippies, 
the big numbers occur at arrival concentration points, of which 
Sable and Seal Islands (sometimes Cape Sable) are most favored; 
"From April 17 very numerous for Sable records, up to 90 in a 
day" wrote Ian McLaren, and on Seal I. 400 l'Jhi tethroats was esti
mated i,lay 17, 250 May 18 and 100 May 19 (BCS et al). 1farlier 
"waves" at Cape Sable occurred in April when the majority of re
ports are dated, April 4 to 24, Cape Breton to Yarmouth County, 
birds singing and looking "very spruce". Through May reports 
continued to come in, but it was remarked that few were heard 
singing. Like the warblers here in Yarmouth County the tlhi te
throats were rarely heard on a walk through the woods until May 
JO, but there seems to be no shortage now. 

FOX SPARROWS wintered in SW Nova Scotia this year, seen at 
feeding stations regularly until early March, when throughout 
the month they moved away, apparently to the east, They began 
appearing at feeders (for the first time in 1977) at Cape Sable 
(SS), Turtle Lake ( 'I'&NB), Brookside (EDD), Lockeport (EF, RJC), 
Dartmouth (JP), Wolfville Ridge (BLF) and Black River (AEP), 
Economy and Lower Economy (FH&FLS), and Amherst (CD), 1' s and 2' s 
only, except 15, March 19, at Lower Economy, 8, March 28 at Locke
port. April (1 to 10) reports came from the Valley (MCC,GBN), 
Settle's Lake, near Dartmouth (CE) and Cape Breton "reports from 
many areas" including 22 seen at Irish Vale April 4-5 (BIil) and 
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40, April 5 at Donkin (per FFR). The last seen was one at St. 
Esprit April 15 "brought into the house,stunned, recovered and 
was set free" by the Meyerowi tze.s. So this year's wintering lot 
took two months to work their way from Yarmouth County to Cape 
Breton, for which they disappeared the end of April. Or that's 
what it looks like, 

de have three Melospiza sparrows, the LINCOLN'S, SWAMP and 
SONG which occur here - the Lincoln's rare, the Swamp regular 
and the Song abundant. The Lincoln's has the sweetest song, 
which is so seldom heard, but was, a few times this spring. The 
tiny migration occurred May 17-19, "several" on Sable I. May 17 
(IAlVi), 2 on Seal I. May 17-18, J there on the 19th (BCS et al), 
when one was also heard singing at Economy (.FLS). The Swamp 
Sparrow reports indicate three arrival times: first heard April 
22 at Argyle Head ( CRKA), next April 25 at Turtle Lake (TB) and 
then 2, seen at Canard, King's Co. April 26. The second arrival 
may be indicated by two sightings on May 7, one at Sable River 
(EF) and one at Pictou (EH). One to 2 birds were seen at Seal I. 
May Hl and again May 21, probably residents, So few SONG SPARROWS 
wintered here that it seems safe to say that the birds seen March 
11 were new, Singing birds in bright new plumage were observed 
at Tusket that day and regularly on each day in turn thereafter 
for a week or so "new" birds at Eel Brook, Keji, Wine Harbour, 
Oxford, Wilmot, Dartmouth, Halifax, Greenwood, Paradise, Liver
pool, Amherst, Cape Sable, Pictou and St.Esprit: Song Sparrows 
continued to come in after that, still noticeable in a Seal I. 
"peak" report of 40, May 17; 20, May 18, and 20, May 19, 

Two LAPLAND LONGSPURS overstayed, one in partial breeding 
plumage near Amherst Point, seen March 20 by Stuart Tingley; 
and a male in full plumage seen~ 17-21 at Sable I. by Ian 
McLaren. 

Large flocks of the SNOW BUNTING were still here in late 
winter, 90 seen February 27 at Truemanville, Cumb. Co., and 350+ 
March 20 seen feeding on the roadside near Amherst Point (SIT). 
The last on Cape Sable - "plumage very dark-and-white" - left 
there April 5 (S&BJS). There were still 150+ April 6 at Boular
derie (RBF); J, April 14 at Homeville (AF) and 4, "late April" 
at Irish Vale (Brian J\1acNeil). Apparently the last two disappear
ed on April 17 from the John Lusby Marsh - that is, apparently 
the last from Nova Scotia, but as it happened Bob Lamberton was 
in the Cape Breton Highlands on May 12, his visit there coincid
ing with a blinding snowstorm. The storm continued on the lJth, 
and throughout that time Bob said the place was "alive with Snow 
Buntings - they were everywhere - I have never seen so many". 
So. Perhaps Jingwall is the Seal Island of the Snow Buntings, 
their stop-over and concentration point while waiting for pro
pitious flying weather. Or one of them, at any rate. 

PRJ Ed. 
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SULLIVAN'S POND, DAR'riViOU'rH 

Sullivan's Pond is at the end of the water system stretching 
from 11Unas Basin to Halifax Harbour; it is roughly circular in an 
area bounded by Crichton Avenue, Ochterloney Street, Prince Albert 
Road and Hawthorne Street. It is fed from Lake Banook and formerly 
the outlet was a brook under Ochterloney Street, then behind the 
Starr factory, through a grove of trees where the bowling alley now 
is and thence to the harbour. ·,ihen David Falconer in the 1800' s 
had a distillery at Greenvale, the water was diverted to a built
up circular pond which was still evident until a few years ago. 
Now the water from the pond goes by an underground conduit to the 
harbour. 

The pond was banked at the lower end as a holding basin dur
ing the construction of the Shubenacadie Canal in the 1G20's and 
JO's, and the two round stone towers marking the channel to the 
first locks at the foot of ~ake Banook are still there. The trees 
around the pond are quite recent - a picture at the turn of the cen
tury does not show them. 

This is the section of Dartmouth where the Irish immigrants 
lived who had been brought in to work on the canal; it is probable 
there were Sullivans among them. 

The City has been gradually buying and tearing dovm the houses 
in this block and landscaping the area as a park. 'rhe 1/Jorks Depart
ment employees feed the ducks and geese once a day, usually about 
11:00 a.m. - grain, scratch, lettuce, bread, etc. It is also a 
favorites-pot in summer for parents to bring their young children 
to feed the ducks. 

At present there are a pair of Swans (who remained there all 
winter), a Small Canada Goose, about a dozen hybrids of domestic 
and Canada Geese, a dozen pair of r1lallards and about twenty Black 
Ducks. For the past year the Small Canada and two geese have been 
feeding together, the Canada cosily between the two geese. During 
the winter the Black iJucks vary in number from fifty to as high as 
three hundred. From time to time a stray will be at the pond for 
a few days, I have seen Ring-necked .Jucks, a Green-winged 'l'eal and 
Wood Duck there. A Coot was in residence during the winter of '75-
76, becoming quite tame; his last appearance was April 22, 

The usual Herring and Great Black-backed Gulls spend part of 
the day on the pond, going dovm to the harbour two or three times 
a day. Iceland, Ring-billed, Black-headed and Bonaparte Gulls are 
there in the late part of the winter. 1rhis is a good place to view 
gulls as the pond partially freezes and the birds spend a good deal 
of time preening on the ice. 

There is very little cover for the smaller perching birds 
around the pond; there are only a few bushes at one end and these 
are taken over by the Starlings and House Sparrows. Occasionally 
there is a Hairy or Downy in the trees, but the Chickadees and 
Bluejays stay in the grove on the ground of St. Peter's Church. 

Ethel Crathorne 
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FIELD TRIP REPORTS 

February 19 

On a mostly clear but cold day with a chilling wind off the 
water 13 interested birdwatchers met in Annapolis Royal, Follow
ing a short, futile look for a male Cardinal, which had frequented 
a town feeder, the remainder of the morning was spent looking at 
some of the wintering waterfowl around the Annapolis causeway and 
down the basin to the area of the Port Royal Habitation. An im
mature Glaucous Gull at the causeway was a new bird for several 
people and as it was in with a flock of Herring and Great Black
backed Gulls it was easily identified. A later look at an imma
ture Iceland Gull in Digby helped round out our acquaintances with 
gulls, 

The waterfowl numbers were not spectacular, however, seven 
species of ducks were present. Even the numbers of Greater Scaup 
seemed low as we observed only about 60 of them during the outing. 
By contrast, there were numbers of Grebes, both Red-necked and 
Horned, and they helped fill the void. Perhaps more birds were 
farther off shore for even the most dedicated birder, eyes blurry 
and stinging, had to retreat from the chilling on shore wind after 
only a few minutes, 

Everyone's vitality was renewed by a very pleasant lunch 
break at the home of Rev, and Mrs. Calder Fraser in Annapolis, 
Their kind hospitality was much appreciated, Following several 
cups of hot tea it was agreed that we would continue for the after
noon - although a concession was made that we would follow the lee 
shore to Digby, 

The trip was kept interesting by flocks of Evening Grosbeaks 
and Purple Finches at roadside feeders. Another highlight was a 
single Bohemian Waxwing feeding in a cherry tree at Cornwallis, 

Upon arriving in Digby the harbour was looked over without 
any earthshaking dicoveries, A few scallop lovers were able to 
purchase those famous Digby scallops fresh from the shell - in 
fact, we witnessed the entire procedure as a boat shelled and land
ed its catch, 

A side trip to Louise Daley's house was a real treat for all 
concerned. In Louise's garden we saw the Mockingbird which fre
quented her feeder all winter and we were then invited in to visit 
her feathered house guests, There we saw perhaps a dozen birds 
which she has nursed back to health - many minus a wing or a leg 
or suffering from some other affliction. In another room Louise 
had a number of Northern Orioles she was overwintering. A couple 
of males, in full plumage, were singing agreement at their fare 
of grapes, raisins and other bits of fruit. 

One was tempted, like the orioles, to spend the winter out 
of the cold, however, we were soon out and on our way home, 

Peter Hope 
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Martinique Beach, April 24 

Newly arrived Great Blue Herons, singing Savannah Sparrows 
and a solitary Willet gladdened the hearts of NSBS members on a 
chilly spring field trip to Martinique Beach, 

'Tho cold and dull, visibility was good and eight species 
of ducks were observed as well as lingering loons and grebes. 

Martinique is usually a good area for viewing Bald Eagles 
and it did not disappoint us, no fewer than four being seen at 
the same time. Kestrel and Merlin were about patrolling the 
beach while Osprey fished in the ponds behind. 

One warbler and a single swallow gave evidence that spring 
was indeed on the way 'tho as the day wore on it became more and 
more like winter. 

With thoughts of hot tea and roaring fires, the group 
broke up in mid afternoon stopping on the way home at Rocky Run 
in time to see the flashing blue of a bright Belted Kingfisher. 

Shirley Cohrs 

Russell Lake, May 14 

A small but eager party mustered at the Woodlawn Mall for 
the Russell Lake trip at 7:00 a.m., May 14. One look at the 
driving rain (sleet, wet snow??) and the trip became the Lawrence
town/Russell Lake trip. Ross Anderson led us to 42 species, in
cluding 4 Snowy Egrets, both teal, Pintails, and for most, the 
year's first terns. We were fortunate in having a few younger 
members present whose eyes have not begun to show the effects of 
time. They spotted and we identified later at Russell Lake when 
the temperature had moderated to plus JC; to their sharp eyes we 
owe our Bittern. It was not a day for picnic lunches. 

John Cohrs 

Susie Lake, May 18 

The Susie Lake walk was bleEsed this year with better wea
ther - it didn't rain and lt wasn't foggy, As a result thirteen 
people, remarkably perky considering the time of day, were at 
the Armdale Rotary at 6:JO a,m. on Wednesday, May 18, as an Osprey 
made his daily pass over the head of the Northwest Arm. 

We made our way by car to the pleasant old woods road that 
winds its way in to Susie Lake from the Bicentennial Highway, and 
were greeted there by White-throated Sparrows and Purple Finches, 
lustily singing from divers treetops. Among us was Carlo Heip, 
a Belgain oceanographer,who wanted to see our spectacular wood 
warblers, and he was not disappointed. Fortunately for the lead-
er, the only bird promised in the prospectus - the Black-throatedBlue 
Warbler- was there, first off to the side and later in plain view, 
complete with distinctive buzzy song, Other warblers seen were the 
Black and White, Nashville, Parula, Magnolia, Yellow-rumped, Black
throated Green, Blackburnian, Overbird, Yellow-throat, and Canada. 
Conspicuous by their absence were the Yellow, Chestnut-sided (one 
was heard at a distance), Blackpoll (seen there the previous Sun
day) and Redstart. Also missing were the Spotted Sandpiper and 
the Winter Wren. 
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The best bird of the morning was a Black-backed Three-toed 
Woodpecker. In general the birds were less common and less vo
ciferous than in past years. The species count was J4. 

Fred Dobson 

Hants County, May 28 

The annual Hants Co. Field Trip was held on 
ning at the usual meeting place at Mount Uniacke. 
thirty-three people who turned out were many "old 
well as a number who were out to experience their 
trip of driving and walking the roads, fields and 
County. 

May 28th begin-
Among the 

faithfuls" as 
first field 
woods of Hants 

A few changes were made necessary by the new construction 
and the noticeable lack of birds seen other years in one or two 
places. Arrangements had been made to go onto the grounds of the 
Uniacke House - a worthwhile stop for that area and the picnic 
park area nearby yielded the greatest variety of warblers as well 
as a Pileated Woodpecker. Woodpeckers were seen or heard often, 
with five different species recorded. 

Many areas seemed quiet; areas where normally great numbers 
of warblers, ovenbirds and Rose-breasted Grosbeaks could be heard; 
sheer determination found the Snipe and Rose-breasted Grosbeak, but 
no American Bittern was sighted that day. 

During the last five years the numbers of different species 
has increased from 43 to a high of 82 on this year's trip! Two 
Grey Partridge and a Sharp-tailed Sparrow were seen in the Clark's 
fields in Ste. Croix where those who stayed the day gathered for 
the usual sustenance before driving off home. 

Margaret A, Clark 

Kejimkujik National Park, May 28 & 29 
Kejimkujik was the location for a weekend long field trip 

held jointly by the Nova Scotia Bird Society and the Halifax Field 
Naturalists. On Saturday morning about 50 people gathered at the 
park information centre. A few minutes were spent along the edge 
of the Mersey River watching a mixed flock of Tree, Bank, Barn and 
Cliff Swallows darting about in the strong winds, 

The remainder of the morning was spent in a hardwood forest 
of red maple, red oak, white birch and beech. In places sugar 
maple and white ash were found where the forest community had 
been undisturbed for a long period. Red-eyed Vireos and Ovenbirds, 
both common in this type of forest, were seen and heard throughout 
the hike. Black-throated Blue Warblers and American Redstarts 
seemed very common while Least Flycatchers and an Eastern Wood 
Pewee put in an appearance. The highlight of the morning was a 
male Scarlet Tanager which responded to a taped call by perching 
in plain view within 20 ft. of the group. Nearby an olive green 
female retained her poise and fed undisturbed. 
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During the afternoon the group hiked the Peter Point Trail 
taking advantage of Dr. and Mrs. A. E. Roland and Thelma Bowers 
with their extensive knowledge of botany, Along the trail tiny 
brownish butterflies of the family known as skippers, were every
where, the winter den of a porcupine was located, another species 
of liverwort for the Park was discovered and we were introduced 
to Hop Hornbeam. At the end of Peter Point a small beach offered 
the perfect place to sit and chat, making new acquaintances and 
renewing old ones. 

Those with some energy left did a quick trip around the 
Grafton Lake Trail which yielded a female Hooded Merganser, an 
Osprey, lots of warblers and a look at the only marsh community 
within the park. 

A planned Saturday evening owl prowl was rained out but by 
Sunday morning the rain had stopped. About fourteen canoes and 
one kayak ventured up the Mersey River from Jakes Landing. A few 
painted turtles basked unconcerned on the bank while we paddled 
by. Many birds called or were visible along the riverbank. Two 
pewees put on an impressive flycatching display and on the re
turn trip a female Black Duck scurried her brood of 9 along the 
river and up into the shelter of riverside grasses. 

As a final parting several members were able to view a 
Barred Owl which was standing guard near its nest which held at 
least one fluffy youngster only a few weeks old. 

if 

visits 
terest 

Peter Hope 

SEAL ISLAND 
May 17, 18 and 19, 1977 

Although not scheduled NSBS Field Trips, these 
to Seal Island are reported as matters of in
to members. 

Observers, Merrill Prime, Neil van Nostrand, Fred Payne, Peter 
Austin-Smith, Art Patton, Barry Sabean, Fred \1/illiamson, Dan Banks, 
Bob Bancroft, Andrew Mac Innis, Paul Tufts, Tony Duke, Norman u;a
theson and John Kearney. 
uveather: May 17 - Sunny, 15 C - light westerly winds 

May 18 - Sunny, 15 C - winds NE lOK 
May 19 - Cloudy A,M., Sunny P,M., 10 C - winds NE 

Arrived Seal Island approximately 6,JO a.m. on May 17, Birds 
were quite plentiful in isolated pockets, with sparrows being par
ticularly in evidence. Some of the outstanding finds of the day 
included a Grasshopper Sparrow, a Field Sparrow, the very numerous 
( about 150) White-crowned Sparrows and a late Tree Sparrow. Vlhi te
throats were the most numerous migrants with about 400 individuals. 

A Cattle Egret was briefly seen but was much more co-operative 
on subsequent days while stalking insects on the lawn surrounding 
the lighthouse. A Snowy Egret, with its yellow feet, was seen by 
a number of individuals at the main pond. Brown Thrashers were al-· 
most common and four Purple Martins were in evidence. Sixteen of 
our common warblers were seen with Yellows, Magnolias, Yellow-rumps 
and Blackpolls the most numerous. An Indigo Bunting capped a mag
nificent day. 



May 18 revealed a decrease in many of the individuals and 
significant increases were only noted for Kingbirds, Catbirds, 
Blue Jays, Black and White and Yellow-rump Warblers, Bobolinks, 
Redwinged Blackbirds, Baltimore Orioles and Rose-breasted Gros
beaks. Chipping, Whi te-crovmed, White-throated and Song Sparrows 
showed very marked declines, 

A Short-billed Marsh Wren was finally identified after much 
scrambling through the underbrush behind the church while attempts 
to verify a Philadelphia Vireo were unsuccessful. A beautiful male 
Cerulean Warbler was well seen by three individuals just north of 
the main pond and a Worm-eating Warbler was seen by another group 
of three on the road to the lighthouse, Both gave ample oppor
tunity for positive identifications but resisted attempts by other 
members of the party to add them to their list. 

May 19 dawned cloudy with a cold NE wind and it was soon 
evident that things were much quieter. It appeared that, with 
the exception of two Mallards, nothing new had arrived and many 
of the birds had left. White-crowned and Chipping Sparrows were 
finally uncommon and the island seemed to be preparing itself for 
a new wave of migrants. 

A total of 109 Gpecies were recorded and even the "non 
birders" of the party showed an extraordinary interest in pro
ceedings, 

SEAL ISLAND 
f,foy 21-23,1977 

Observers, Heather Harbord, Carlo Heip(from Belgium), Eric and 
Anne Mills, Larry Neily, Helen McGloin, George Perry, Stuart 'l.'ing
ley, Peter Vickery (NE-Maritimes Regional Editor of American Birds) 

lJe had constant sunny weather, 20'' cooler than the J2' that 
much of the mainland experienced. VJ inds were SW and W, mostly 
light, and the combination resulted in a light but steady flow of 
birds to the island. Most of them just kept on going. lt/e cover
ed the island pretty thoroughly and the highlights were as fol
lows, First and foremost, a Cattle Egret that had been at the 
light for up to 6 weeks. It walked about on the lawn like an 
overgrown chicken, but stayed only one day into our visit and was 
seen leaving the island by the north end. On the first night a 
Whip-poor-will called briefly on the east side, heard by George 
Perry and Eric Mills only, and Eric Mills flushed one, probably 
the same bird, the next day, Many enthusiastic 11/hip-poor-will 
chasers were disappointed. Wood Pewees arrived in force on the 
22nd, joining a trickle of smaller flycatchers. Bank, Tree and 
Barn Swallows were abundant over Cranberry Pond, but only one Cliff 
Swallow ,joined them, and a couple of Purple Martins were around 
throughout. On the warm and calm morning of the 2Jrd, a little 
group of Rough-wi;:iged Swallows arrived, perhaps on their way to 
the newly-discovered breeding area in New Brunswick. At night 
Leach's Petrels came in to the island after dark, calling loudly, 
and were heard by Larry and Helen, also our Belgian guest, Carlo 
Heip. Another pelagic, a fine light Parasitic Jaeger came near 
the north end and took a brief pass at a Herring Gull, then went 
swiftly off to the SE, 



One of the delightful reliables was an immature male Orchard 
Oriole (yellow, with black bib) that stayed on or near the bara
chois of Cranberry Pond for three days. Elsewhere, Northern Or
ioles chattered and scolded in the spruces. A Grasshopper Sparrow 
present only on the 21st, was the rarest and best (barring the 
Cattle Egret) as a spring migrant. 

Overall a fine weekend, good birds and a new group of con
verts to the delights of Seal Island, even after a 4:00 a,m. start 
to get there. Total: 105 species, 

UP-COMING FIELD TRIPS 

(See May issue of Newsletter for more detailed 
description of habitats) 

EASTERN SHORE July JO 
Leader: Eric Cooke. Meeting place, Holiday Inn, 
Dartmouth, at 7:30 a.m. 

BADDECK August 6 
Leader: Alistair Fraser, Meeting place, Lands & 
Forest Depot, Baddeck, at 8:00 a.m. 

CAPE BRETON HIGHLANDS NATIONAL PARK - August 27 
Leader: Jacques Pleau. Meeting place, Cheticamp 
Visitors Centre at western entrance to Park, at 
8:00 a.m. 

PRESIDENT'S FIELD DAY September 3-5, Brier Island 
Leaders: Pred JJobson and others. Meeting place, the cemetery 
on Peajack Road, 8:00 a.m. each day. 
CAPE SABLE September 17 
Leaders, Sidney Smith and C.R.K. Allen. Meeting place, Cunning
ham & Sons on the wharf at The Hawk, Cape Sable Island, 9:JO a.m. 

CHETICAMP ISLAND September 24 
Leader: Jacques Pleau. Meeting place, Motel parking lot at 
Cheticamp at 8:00 a.m. 

PRAMBOISE October 15 
Leader: Roy Blakeburn. Meeting place Marion Bridge at 8:00 a.m. 

AMHERST POINT BIRD SANCTUARY October 15 
Leader: Con Desplanque. Meeting place, A.P.B.S. parking lot 
at 8:JO a.m. 
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STRANGE VISITOR AT TURTLE LAKE 

Norm Bowers saw the strange bird first, at his home back in 
the woods by Turtle Lake. 

Since he had no telephone, he tried raising people in Cale
donia by radio. When no one replied, he got into his car and 
rushed down to Caledonia, where he roused Peter Hope,a naturalist 
at Kejimkujik National Park. 

Peter took just long enough to notify Eric Mills, from Dal
housie University, who said he would contact still others and drive 
right out. Peter hung up and headed out to Norm's place. Soon 
others began to converge on Turtle Lake. 

Visitors came and went all day, and by the next day, calls 
began coming to Caledonia from different part of the province. Roll 
after roll of film was exposed, and in the meantime, the little 
sparrow calmly ate crushed oats, 

But wait. All this, for a sparrow? 

It was, however, no ordinary sparrow. It was a rare golden
crovmed sparrow, making its very first confirmed visit to mainland 
Nova Scotia. In 1967, one was sighted on Sable Island but was un
confirmed. Some of the photographs of this one were tall:en to Dal
housie University for developing, and will make it the first re
cord of the species for the province. 

The bird makes its home on the Pacific coast, a whole con
tinent from here. It breeds in British Columbia and on up the 
Yukon and Alaska coasts, and winters in southern British Columbia 
and northern California. 

There have been only four or five sightings of the golden
crowned sparrow on the whole of the northeastern part of the con
tinent. In fact, most experts list it as a rare visitor anythere 
east of the Rocll:ies. 

Peter Hope speculates that the bird got mixed up when migrat
ing and made a west-east trip rather than its normal south-north 
one. He suggests that when the bird hit the ocean, it stopped and 
began following the coastline to our off-shore islands. 

Nova Scotia's location makes it a prime spot for rare birds, 
Not only do we get the west-east migrating mix-ups, but we get 
the odd visitor from Europe who's made it across the Atlantic as 
far as this province. A lesser black-backed gull seen this summer 
in Digby is one such rare European visitor. 

However it got here, the golden-crowned sparrow could hardly 
have chosen a better spot to put down than the Bowers' place by 
Turtle Lake. 

Norm and Thelma Bowers have had a keen interest in nature for 
years. They used to own Kedgemakoogee Lodge, and bought their 
Turtle Lall:e property when the government set up the national park. 
There they have created something of a haven for wildlife. 

On any given day, there may be wild rabbits feeding by the 
door, porcupines sitting on a ledge by the window, chipmunks 
scampering in and out of the house, and dozens of birds feeding 
at the feeder. One might even find a bird living inside the house, 
being nursed back to health for eventual release. 
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There have been a number of such residents. When the Bowers 
lived in Sherbrooke, Quebec, where Norm ran a large maple syrup 
concern, they often had an injured bird spend the winter. One of 
the most popular was a Baltimore oriole named Benny. 

Down here, they have had their share of visitors too. They've 
looked after baby rabbits, an American bittern, and a hermit thrush. 
After release, the thrush would come back to feed, and often flew 
in through the door to perch on the lamp. 

Norm and Thelma regard their interest in nature as nothing 
unusual, They are practical, intelligent people who would on the 
contrary find it surprising if a person had no interest in the 
natural world. Thelma has a graduate degree in biology and has 
taught at Bishop's University, while Norm is one of those who be
lieves -and proves- that there is little a person cannot accomplish 
if his mind is set on it, 

For them, and for the others who think nothing of travelling 
hundreds of miles to see a rare species first hand, the visit by 
the little sparrow was a memorable event. 

Tom Sheppard 
(Reprinted from the Liverpool Advance, 18 May 1977) 

Eric Mills' account of his visit contained some interesting 
comments: "When Norman Bowers and Peter Hope phoned me Ian McLaren 
and I drove immediately to Caledonia and out to Turtle Lake, where 
we, with Peter Hope and a group of others from Keji observed the 
bird ... It reappeared at the feeder on the 9th and was there to 7 
pm. On the 10th there was a snowstorm and the bird was at the feed
er all day, It was present nearly all day on the 11th which was 
when Stuart Tingley saw it. Stuart commented on its unusual be
havior - uneasy, rather confused - .•. There is no way to prove a 
connection, but on the weekend this bird appeared, there was a 
geomagnetic disturbance, followed by an aurora about the 16th-17th. 
The bird acted disoriented, as it might well have been then, if it 
was trying to use magnetic cues for navigation ... Norm Bowers and 
I kept trace of the whereabouts and activities of this bird by 
amateur (not CBC:) radio, between his station at Turtle Lake VElBBY 
and mine at Head of St, Margaret's Bay, VElAST ... a minor novelty: 
I think this is the first rare bird kept track of by amateur radio 
in Nova Scotia - maybe in all eastern Canada. " 

.ELM 
Stuart Tingley has added this description: "The Bowers live 

down a long, rough, dirt road a mile or two from any other houses, 
really quite isolated, in a nice coniferous forest. Mrs. Bowers 
greeted me at the door and invited me in to sit in the window by 
the feeder (40 feet away) and wait for the bird to come. I was 
somewhat concerned by the presence of three Snowshoe Hares, three 
Chipmunks, and two Red Squirrels at the feeder but she assured me 
that the bird did not mind their presence. There weren't many 
birds coming to the feeder, just one junco and a female cowbird. 
But, after about ten minutes of waiting and searching the under
brush near the feeder, the bird appeared out of nowhere and came 
running up toward the edge of the trees directly behind the feeder. 
There was no mistaking such a distinctive bird. It fed, often com
pletely in the open, for about ten minutes, I watched it during 
that period with 9xJ6 binoculars at distances of 40-25 feet. I 
never really 'pushed' the bird so I didn't really get a feel for 
its wariness. It was sunny and about 15 degrees C. " 
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"Di<:SCRIPTION: Bill - lower mandible horn coloured, perhaps with 
a dusky tip, upper mandible dusky, Two, large, well-defined, 
black stripes on sides of crown from bill to back of neck, lower 
margin going through centre of eye. Crown - front 3/5 yellow 
(slightly greenish) conspicuous at a great distance, hind 2/5 a 
dull white (like in Peterson Western). Cheeks and sides of head 
a bright gray, Underparts less gray, with a slightly brownish 
cast; flanks buffy, Appearance of indistinct smudges on under
parts exactly as on bird photographed in THE BIRDS OF ALBERTA, 
1976. Back buffy brown with dark streaks (like an immature Vlhite
crown); large area around the rump plain brownish (very obvious 
as bird frequently held wings drooped). Tail dark brownish, con
trasting with the paler rump. Legs pink. Not banded. After the 
bird left, Richard Eliot and friends arrived. Bird returned and 
we watched it again from 1105-1120. Everyone agreed the bi.rd 
was acting strangely. Several times it suddenly stopped feeding, 
would turn its head and crouch down and remain motionless for 20 
or JO seconds (once we almost thought it had died). On another 
occasion the bird slowly stretched its left wing out, spread its 
tail and almost appeared to become off balance. Anyway, i.t sure 
was a beautiful bird." 

"I've done some research into Golden-crowned Sparrows in the 
east, and these appear to be about all the existing records: 
Mass, 1 record, i.mm. collected on Jan. 26, 1928 
Penn. l old photographic record (at bird feeder) 
N.Y. 1 record, imm. on Long Island, Jan. Jl-Apr.24, 1954 

N.J. 
La. 
Wis. 

studied by hundreds 
J records, most recent, imm. at 
J records, most recent Apr. 25, 
4+ records, most recent May 13, 

feeder, Jan,9-Apr.l, 1976 
1976 
1973," 

Stuart Tingley 

GOLDEN-CROWNED SPARROW Lise Cohrs 
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NOSTALGIA 

Some familiar faces taken on a NSBS Field Trip to Cape 
Sable Island in days gone by, They are from left to right: 
Sidney Smith, the late Tom Morland, Wayne Neily and Eric Cooke, 

BIRDY ANAGRAMS 

The following anagrams are the names of four of our 
commoner birds: 

1, CHAT HUNT 

2. WORSTED AT EACH BELLY 
J. TAG GREETER 
4. STEAL THE CALF CRY 

Answers on Page 196. 
Solving time for experts 5 minutes, 
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SHOREBIRD COLOUR-MARKING 1977: REQUEST FOR 
INFORMATION 

In 1977, the Canadian Wildlife Service will 
be continuing an extensive programme of 
banding and colour-marking shorebirds in 
James Bay, with the objective of defining 
migration routes used by shorebirds on 
their journeys between the Arctic breed
ing grounds and wintering areas. A highly 
successful programme in 1976 resulted in 
over 580 reports of colour-marked birds 
from amongst 12,400 banded in southern 
James Bay, in areas ranging from eastern 
Canada to South America, Much new infor
mation is being obtained, and your assis-
tance in looking out for and reporting 

colour-marked birds would be very much appreciated and would con
tribute very substantially to the success of the programme. 

Feather dyes and coloured leg bands will be used to mark the 
birds. If you see a marked shorebird, please record details of: 
species, place, date, colour-marks and, if possible, numbers of 
other shorebirds present. For colour-dyed birds, please record 
the colour and area of the bird that was dyed, For colour bands 
and standard metal leg bands please record which leg the bands 
were on, the colours involved, and the relative position of the 
bands if more than one was on a leg (e.g. right leg, blue over 
metal, etc,). A note should also be made whether the bands were 
below or above the "knee" of the bird, 

Thank you very much for your assistance. All reports will 
be fully acknowledged and should be sent to: Dr, R,I,G. Morrison, 
Canadian Wildlife Service, 2721 Highway 31, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada 
KlA OE?, 

The following is part of the Contributors Progress Report 
on the Shorebird Colour-marking Programme in 1976, 

"12,402 shorebirds of 24 species were trapped during banding 
operations. Approximately 95% were captured in mist nets and about 
5% in cannon nets. Up to 15 February 1977, reports of 577 "bird
days" of sightings involving 12 species of shorebirds had been re
ceived. One "bird-day" was counted for each day a colour-marked 
shorebird was reported from any locality, Where multiple sight
ings are reported from a given area over a relatively short per
iod, it is often difficult to determine how many individual birds 
may have been involved. Records suggested that individuals may 
have remained in one locality from a few days to several weeks. 

"The Semipalmated Sandpiper was by far the most numerous 
bird that was banded, 10,520 being captured during the operation, 
156 birds were recaptured, from previous years (154 from 1975, 2 
from 1974) and 8 birds were caught that had been banded elsewhere 
including 3 from South America. 

"Up to 15 February, 1977, 484 "bird-days" of sightings of 
Semipalmated Sandpipers had been received, Results suggested 
that most birds dispersed from James Bay to the Atlantic seaboard 
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many to major staging areas around the Bay of Fundy, in Massa
chusetts and around Long Island. In the Canadian Mari time 
Provinces, up to 10 colour-marked birds were seen together at 
Grande Anse, N.B., and up to 7 at Mary's Point, N.B. Results 
from the Maritimes Shorebird Survey and International Shorebird 
Survey schemes have indicated that these two sites are amongst 
the most important for Semipalmated Sandpipers in eastern North 
America. Sightings were obtained from intermediate areas on the 
Great Lakes and the St. Lawrence River, but there was no evidence 
for a migration route through the interior of the United States. 

"Several species were remarkable for the large numbers of 
sightings that were received compared with the number of dyed 
birds that had been released. For instance, 33 sightings were re
ported from 107 dyed Sanderlings. Reports ranged from New Hamp
shire southwards to Florida, indicating a dispersal to the middle 
of the Atlantic seaboard from James Bay. No sightings occurred 
in the Maritime Provinces. 24 reports of 121 dyed Semipalmated 
Plovers were received, ranging from New Brunswick to Virginia, 
most sightings occurring in Massachusetts: one bird was recover
ed in Barbados. " 

Figure 1. 

0 
(1) Lesser 
~ Antilles 

(z) South 
~ Ameri.cJ. 

Sightings of Semipalmated Sandpipers colot1r-mark~1l 
in James Bay, 1976: reports received to mi<l Fehru,ny, 
1977 
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HO HUM or, FLORIDA BIRDING. 

In the last ligh~ of_day a pair of birders on a mosquito
control dyke cast their binoculars on the accompanying canal to 
check for activity. 

A Sora is busy at the water edge, a Little Blue Heron fish
es nearby. Two egrets, a Sn?WY and a Great, feed further up. A 
Red-shouldered Hawk hunches in a tree top and Redv1ings and Car
dinals are heard in the mangroves, 

Lowering his glasses the first birder turns to his companion: 
"Nothing much here, we may as well call it a day". 

SC 

BIRD Bi\HAVIDUR 

This Grosbeak story came by phone from a r;entleman livinc 
on King's Rd. in Sydney. His property has its back to the woods 
and early on the day befon, Christmas, when he was out behind the 
house, he noticed a spot of yellow in one of the birch trees. Go
ing closer he discovered that it was a pair of Grosbeaks, male 
and female, huddled together. An icicle was hanging from the tail 
of' the female and the male was huddled up a13:ainst her as though 
trying to keep her warm. 

Going off in search of a ladder, he returned only to find 
that both birds were gone. Not seeing any sign of them around, 
he replaced the ladder and gave up the search. But, sometime 
later, going out he found the female half-buried in the fresh, 
light snow on the ground, with the male standing guard, or wait
ing, nearby. Apparently the female -- possibly at the male's urg
ing - made an effort to seek other shelter or food and because 
of her weakened condition had fallen in the snow. 

Picking up the still-alive female, the man carried her 
into the house, but his efforts to save her failed, and she died 
soon afterward, He estimated that the male had stayed with her 
for a full twenty-four hours, at least. 

It is some kind of a sin in serious birding circles to 
attribute to birds any quality which indicates emotion or feel
ings common to humans. But, I am sure you will agree that in
cidents like these sometimes cause us to wonder. 
(Quoted from the Cape Breton Post, Feb, 5, 1977, Frank Robert
son's column For the Birds) 
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SUMMARY OF EXECUTIVE MEETINGS, APRIL-MAY, 1977 

Regular Executive Meetings were held in April and lViay, 

Still of concern to many members is the need to change the 
Migratory Birds Convention Act so that Snipe would be removed from 
the list, Executive members recognize that a programme to educate 
hunters on shorebird recognition might help lessen the slaughter of 
shorebirds. 

The Executive approved increasing by $50,00 its contibution 
to the costs of the Spruce Budworm Spraying Symposium held last 
fall. 

Don MacDougall is preparing a letter on the Fundy Tidal Power 
Project to be sent to the Hon, Romeo LeBlanc, minister of Environ
ment. The letter will convey concern about the effects of a tidal 
development on the organisms that exist in mudflats so vital to the 
existence of shorebirds, especially the Semipalmated Plovers. 

Another concern to many members of the Society has been the 
proposed development of the Cole Harbour/Conrad's Beach area. The 
President has been in attendance at meetings of the Cole Harbour 
Heritage Society when discussions on government plans have taken 
place. 

Shirley Brothers, Membership Secretary, reported a total of 
378 members as of May 18; this includes 269 Single, 81 Pamily and 
28 Student members, 

Sandra Myers, Treasurer, in her Financial Statement to May 
18, 1977, showed receipts of $177,64; expenditures of $167.93, with 
a balance of ~U687. 35. · 

JJ·'-
Margaret A. Clark 

Secretary 

IMPOR'rANT NOTIC;£ TO ALL NSBS fii&,iBERS 

The fact that the cost of paper, printing and above all 
postage has risen astronomically in the past several months 
will come as a surprise to no one. The Newsletter now costs 
approximately i;,2. 50 per number (~7. 50 per year) to produce and 
mail. As a result, the NSBS Executive Committee have decided 
to ask for an increase in dues at the Annual General Meeting 
in December. We hope that this will meet with the approval of 
members so that we may continue to publish the Newsletter in 
its present form. 

Shirley Cohrs 
Editor 

Solution to Anagrams on Page 192, 

1. Nuthatch 
2. Yellow-breasted Chat 
3, Great Egret 
4. Least Flycatcher 



MEMBERSHIP and DUES 

Single Membership 

Family Membership (one mailing) 

Student Membership 
(Bona-fide student registered 
for full time attendance at 
any institution of learning) 

$4.00 

6,00 

2.00 
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NOVA SCOTIA BIRD SOCIETY 

Application for Membership 

I, •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• hereby apply 

for •••••••••••••••• membership in the NOVA SCOTIA 
(Single, Family, Student) 

BIRD SOCIETY for the year 19 •••• and enclose$ ••••••• 

~s annual membership dues. 

Mailing Address 

To: 

The Treasurer, 
Nova Scotia Bird Society, 
c/o Nova Scotia Museum, 
1747 Summer Street, 
Halifax, Nova Scotia. 
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